Bromsgrovian
REGI

BROMSGROVE SCHOOL

n e w s

r e v i e w

m i c h a e l m a s 2 0 1 8
I s s u e 1

A word from the Headmaster
Why did the chicken cross the road?
Because it owned it.
Any communication from the School’s
remarkable electric race car team, The
Chicken, always includes obligatory
puns. The car is poultry in motion. The
engineering is eggcellent. They aim
to win their faj’heat’as. If they have a
collision on the track, it is a chicken
chrasharole. When that happens,
they drop down the pecking order. If
one of the team is away, they wing
it. Otherwise they would be headless
chooks. They are confident of their
chances, yet humble, never wanting to
count their… you get the picture.
The humour is refreshing, but it belies
the seriousness this talented team of
pupils and staff bring to their project.

High level design, electronics, and
engineering are central to their success.
As are professional logistics, business
management and marketing skills. In
many ways, the Chicken Greenpower
Race Team exemplifies the type of
education Bromsgrove stands for. An
eclectic mix of pupils of mixed age,
nationality, gender and interests,
work in complete harmony toward a
goal that is clear and shared. They
apply classroom skills to a real world
project. They critically assess their
performances, learn from their mistakes
and constantly evolve their strategies.
They have a strong succession plan.
Each year older hands pass on their
knowledge and experience to new
recruits. And they enjoy success. Year
after year.

This year, that success was ultimate, as
the team cruised to victory a lap ahead
of their nearest rival to be crowned
World Kitcar Champions. Then, for
good measure, the next day they also
set a new speed record, lap record and
distance record for their F24 formula at
the Rockingham Raceway.
The Chicken was now KFC. Kitcar
Finals Champions. No more puns (or
should I say, punnets?) needed.
Peter Clague
HEADMASTER
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International
Hockey
Congratulations to Siena Horton who
played for the U16 England Hockey
team in eleven international matches
in July, culminating in the Six Nations
Tournament in Cork, Ireland where
England won a bronze medal.
In August, Siena co-captained the U17
Mercia Lynx girls’ team at the Futures
Cup and has since been selected to
the England U18 National Age Group
Squad (NAGS) for Assessments at
Lilleshall.

Invitational Hockey
The U13A girls’ hockey team took part in the Foremarke invitational tournament, where they played well to win three of
their five games despite some fierce competition. Throughout the tournament they demonstrated good teamwork and
determination.
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Madagascar Trip

Eighteen biology students embarked
on an enrichment trip to Madagascar
where they spent a week camping
in a remote Mahamavo dry forest,
assisting scientists with collecting
data on a range of endemic animals
and surveying the native fauna and
flora. They also visited a local school,
where the students sang songs,
played football with the children and
had an opportunity to practise their
French language skills. The group
then travelled to the island of Nosy
Be where they learnt more on the
endemic species through a series of
marine based lectures focussed on
the local reef. Students dived in the
Indian Ocean and visited the local reef
systems.
The students primarily joined the
expedition to enhance their biological
understanding and help with the
conservation efforts; the additional
cultural appreciation and life skills
gained on this expedition was to many
an unexpected yet priceless bonus.
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Netball
Congratulations to the 1st netball
team for winning a very strong
club tournament held at Worcester
University, where they won all four
matches, beating Hucclecote Netball
club, Leckwith, Cardiff Netball club and
Worcester University.
Taylor Watson was awarded Player of
the Tournament

Congratulations to Corey McGlynn who
will be representing Ireland at Netball
in Europe. After a weekend of training
with the Ireland squad, Corey looks
forward to experiencing international
netball for the first time in October.

Team Effort
Congratulations to our senior
swimming team who attained four
silver medals and two bronze medals
at the Stowe Invitational Relays.

Order of Merit
Well done to James Humphries who
won the 2018 Worcestershire Juniors
(U18s) Golf Order of Merit.
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Battle of the Somme -Digitally Remastered
A truly unique and spectacular screening
of the extraordinary and original silent
film, The Battle Of The Somme will be
held in Routh Concert Hall on Sunday,
11th November.
Digitally remastered and with a score
commissioned by the Imperial War
Museum in 2016 to mark the centenary
of the battle of the Somme, Laura Rossi’s
powerful music will be performed live
by a sixty-piece orchestra, when the
the Orchestra of St John, conducted
by Richard Jenkinson, will join forces
with additional guest players. Prior to
the screening, there will be talks by the
composer, who will discuss the score
and her approach to writing it, and by
Philip Bowen who will speak of those
pupils from Bromsgrove School who
fought at the Somme and other WW1
battles.
Tickets are £15 per person, available
from the Box Office

Eastern Ways
Year 4 enjoyed a stunning start to
their new topic, Pathways to the East,
learning about Indian culture and
dance. They learned about Indian Gods,
Shiva, Krishna, Ganesh, and Rama and
experienced the battle between good
and evil, culminating in a performance
of semi-classical Indian dance. They
also tried their hand at Bhangra
dancing and watched traditional Indian
puppets, The Great Maharajas. The
year group came together at the end of
the day to be embraced by the glitz and
glamour of Bollywood, India’s biggest
film industry. The final dance party
was spectacular fun for all the students
involved.
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Nutrition
A Nutritionist from Holroyd Howe, the
School’s catering partner, paid a visit to
Pre-Prep to talk to the children about
the importance of nutrition. Using the
story of Peter Rabbit, pupils learned
about the importance of trying new
foods and of introducing a variety of fruit
and vegetables into their diets.
Pupils tried some healthy smoothies,
and a homemade pea dip, which most
of them declared was “delicious”.

Spanish
Head of Spanish, Mrs Smith, put her
holidays to good use by travelling to
Salamanca in Spain to where she
successfully completed a certificate
in teaching Spanish as a Foreign
Language.

European Biathle Championships
Natalie Hatfield travelled to Germany to represent Britain in the Biathle and Triathle
European Championships.
Despite being only 14, in the individual event Natalie was crowned the U17 Biathle
champion. In the team events, Natalie was placed 6th in the group Triathle event,
helping the GB team win the Gold Medal, and 2nd in the Biathle mixed relay.
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Global Voices
Senior and Prep students visited
Pre-Prep as part of the Global
Voices initiative, launched this
academic year. Pre-Prep have been
learning Japanese since the start
of term, and three of our native
Japanese speakers went along to
see how the pupils were getting on,
and help them learn a few extra
words.
Global Voices celebrates language
and cultural diversity in the PrePrep and the Prep Schools. It takes
one language per half term and
teaches the children a few words
in that language, gives details and
facts about the country and raises
the awareness of the cultures
connected to the language.

Cricket

Teddy Bear Workshop
Year 1 pupils became scientists, mathematicians and fashion designers for a day.
Using coloured teddy sweets they learnt about data handling, tested different
materials to find the most suitable for Teddy’s umbrella and designed a t-shirt for
their new furry friend. All this hard work was followed by a fun and tasty teddy
bears’ picnic.

Congratulations to Ollie Davidson on
his selection for the U15 Scotland
Cricket team for a second successive
year.
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Globe Groundlings
IB students enjoyed an educational
and authentically Shakespearean
theatre trip to London in the first
week of the term. As “groundlings”,
standing right in front of the
open-air stage, they watched an
acclaimed production of Othello at
the Globe Theatre.

Scout’s Honour

Eleanor Boardman was honoured to
represent Hereford and Worcester
at the National Scout and Guide
Symphony Orchestra. The week-long
residential course involved over 50
hours of rehearsals preparing for two
performances at the Royal Birmingham
Conservatoire. The concert programme
included Shostakovich’s Symphony No.
5 in D minor, a trio of Strauss numbers
and Tunes from the Trenches to mark
the centenary of WW1.

School of Rock, the Musical
Prep pupil Jensen York is enjoying rocking out in the West End production of
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Olivier award-winning production of School of Rock the
Musical.

Eleanor has also received the Chief
Scout’s Gold Award, having completed
all nine challenges in less than two
years. She now looks forward to more
adventures as a founder member of a
brand new local Explorer unit.

n e w s r e v i e w MICHAELMAS 2 0 1 8 i s s u e 1

Express Chicken
Bromsgrove’s GP race team finished in first place at the International Finals. This now makes them World Champions in the
F24 Kit Car. Congratulations and well done to the whole team. A full report about the finals is on the website.

Beekeeping
The new School beekeeping club
has held its inaugural meeting where
the students spent an afternoon
modelling their new bee suits and
trying fresh honeycomb. The aim of
the club is to prepare and set up the
School’s own hive over the next year.
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Charity Cakes
Every year Bromsgrove School supports the MacMillan Cancer ‘World’s Biggest Coffee Morning’ during September. This year
in the Senior School, two of the girls’ Houses, Thomas Cookes and Hazeldene, held a break-time cake sale. Other donations
were made and, in total, the Senior School raised £500. The Preparatory School also held a successful cake sale raising
£517.32.

German
Exchange
Nineteen pupils and two teachers
from Gymnasium Hermannswerder in
Potsdsam spend a week at Bromsgrove
as part of our annual exchange. The
group had a busy time visiting London,
Birmingham, Stratford, Cadbury World
and Oxford. We are looking forward
to taking a group of Bromsgrovians to
Potsdam in early April for the return
visit.
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Geography Photo Competition
The Geography department received some fascinating photographs showing the “Physical Geography in their lives”. There
was a wide a range of photos from volcanoes in Italy, Egrets in Florida’s mangroves and waterfalls in the Lake District.
Narrowing the entries was tough. First place was awarded to William Bayliss (L4) for his photo of “The Hidden forest” on
a beach close to Aberdovey, Wales. Second place went to Henry Scott, (L4) for capturing a fascinating waterfall and third
place was awarded to Luke Weller (5th Form) for a lovely photograph taken at Arthur’s Seat in Edinburgh. Photos are being
displayed in the LRC and Geography departments.

Musical Youth
After attending several auditions,
Joshua Osborn Patel has once
again been selected to play in the
Horn section for the National Youth
Orchestra.

BBC Interview
School Archivist, Nikki Thorpe, was interviewed by BBC Hereford and Worcester,
talking about Old Bromsgrovians who fought in WW1. The broadcast will be going
out in the lead up to Remembrance Day next month - we will keep you posted as
soon as we know the date.
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Honorary Scholars
With all public examination results from last summer now confirmed, the Headmaster was delighted to award twenty six
honorary academic scholarships to Lower Sixth pupils in Routh Assembly. The pupils had all attained at least 9 A* grades in
GCSE, and they are honoured for their exceptional academic commitment.

Rugby Debut

Pumpkins

Congratulations to Lewis Harper, making
his Wasps U16 debut vs Harlequins and
Northampton Saints - and scoring in the
process.

The Headmasterjudged the annual pumpkin-carving competition ahead of the
half term break. The winning entry was from Lupton House.
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Bromsgrovian News

1980s Reunion
More than 70 Old Bromsgrovians
and former staff attended the
1980-1989 Leavers’ Reunion
in September. After a moving
Chapel Service, OBs took a walk
down memory lane during their
tour of the School. A visit to the
Old Chapel to look at old photos
prompted discussions about
80’s hairstyles and a visit to the
boarding houses couldn’t end
without OBs hunting for their
old bedrooms and studies. Over
lunch in the hospitality suite,
stories and photographs were
passed around from table to
table, including the Monitors’
book, which, to this day, School
Monitors sign during their official
‘signing in’ ceremony.
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Man of Letters

Debut

We were delighted and honoured to receive a visit from Old Bromsgrovians Hugh
Furber and Victor Matts, who presented the School with an original letter written
by Dr Collis (a former Headmaster of Bromsgrove).

Rachel Xuereb (Hz 06-17) made her
West End debut at the Other Palace
Theatre in July with the new musical,
89 nights, and the independent theatre
company, Troubadour Stageworks.
This performance was a London
preview show in anticipation of the
company’s month of performances at
the Edinburgh Fringe Festival.

The letter, which describes Shakespeare’s birthday celebrations in Stratford-onAvon in 1873, was recently found online and purchased by the Old Bromsgrovian
Lodge. This will now form part of our archive collections for future generations to
enjoy. Thank you to all Lodge members for their generosity.

Henry Walker
Henry Walker (E 05-16) recently presented his England U20 World Cup Final shirt
to one of his former games teachers, Mr Gareth Jones, at the Prep School. Henry
has sixteen caps for England as a hooker for the National side. He currently plays
for Gloucester.

Candy Lockett
We are very proud to learn that Candy
Lockett (Hz 12-17) has received a
national award from the NCAA. The
NCAA is a non-profit organization
which regulates athletes of 1,281 North
American institutions and conferences.
This is a huge honour for her.
Candy is currently studying at the
University of Mount Olive in North
Carolina.
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Wedding Belle
Congratulations to Chloe Deval-Reed (Hz 97-10) who married David Bishop in August at St Mary’s RC Church, Harvington.
Maid of Honour was Old Bromsgrovian Sophie Spurgin (Hz 02-10) and Bromsgrove’s Assistant Chaplain Deacon Sean
Loone was the celebrant. We wish the happy couple all the very best for the future.

Dragons
A number of Old Bromsgrovians,
together with their family and friends,
took part in the Dragon Boat Race on
the River Severn in Worcester in July.
The team were only four or five
seconds behind the quickest boats.
They eventually finished 18th out of 39
boats, 7th in their Class and had the
6th quickest time overall.
Well done the group who raised over
£1,500 for the 2020 Festival.
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Bromsgrovian Dinner
Our London Dinner for Old Bromsgrovians will take place on the evening of Friday, 18th January 2019. This event will
be held in the Long Gallery and Ballroom at The Lansdowne Club set in the heart of Mayfair, just off Berkeley Square,
and kindly hosted by Richard Noake (Elmshurst 1959-1964), a Trustee of Bromsgrove School Foundation. Built in 1763,
Lansdowne House became a social club in 1935. Unlike its contemporaries, The Lansdowne Club has admitted men and
women with equal social status since its doors opened. Today it is considered one of the most exclusive and traditional
private members’ clubs in London.
We warmly welcome Old Bromsgrovian Charles Byrne (Lyttelton 1979-1985) as our guest speaker. Charles has worked in
both the commercial and third sectors, having started on the UK high street with Oddbins. He then moved to international
retail with World Duty Free and the development of Terminal 5 at Heathrow. Prompted by the support the family received
when his father was diagnosed with cancer, Charles crossed sectors to work with Macmillan before joining the Royal British
Legion in 2012 as Director of Fundraising. Charles was appointed as Director-General in August 2016, a position he still
holds, and will lead the development of the Legion’s extensive welfare services and the upcoming commemorations marking
100 years since the end of the First World War.
At our dinner, Charles will speak about the role of the Royal British Legion in today’s society and his journey since leaving
Bromsgrove. This will be a particularly fitting and poignant talk, following our own connections to the OBs killed during the
Great War.
The Dinner is open to all Old Bromsgrovians and their partner/guest and I hope that you will be able join us for what
promises to be a superb evening. The cost for attending is £70 per person, which includes a welcome drink, three-course
dinner and wine in the magnificent and historical surroundings of the Ballroom at the Lansdowne Club. For those travelling
from Bromsgrove, a coach will depart from the School mid-afternoon and return after the dinner has finished. The transport
option is an additional £20 (£90 in total) – you will be able to select this option when choosing your ticket.
Date: 		

Friday, 18th January 2019. 7.00pm

Venue: 		

The Lansdowne Club, 9 Fitzmaurice Place, Mayfair, London W1J 5JD

Guest Speaker: 	Charles Byrne (Lyttelton 1979-1985), Director-General of the Royal British Legion
Dress Code: 	Lounge Suits for gentlemen; Cocktail attire / Gowns for ladies
Places are limited and allocated on a first come first served basis. To book your tickets, please visit our Online Box Office:
https://www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk/whats-on.aspx

