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A word from the Headmaster
All the world’s a stage, wrote the Bard,
words as true today as when he penned
them over 400 years ago. Nowhere is
there better preparation for the roles
we will play in our lives than under
the spotlight, treading the boards of a
theatre or concert hall. There we learn
to experiment, to trust, and to work
in harmony with others. Discover the
balance between confident projection
and measured restraint. It is in the safety
of these spaces that our young people
rehearse for the dramas and crescendos
they will encounter in real life.
Four years in the dreaming and 18
months in the building, our magnificent
new Performing Arts facilities owe much

to the inspired vision of our architect,
Andrew Haines, the meticulous project
management of our Bursar, Lesley
Brookes, and the skill and dedication
of all the construction team at Shaylor
Group. The harmony of that partnership
alone has been a virtuoso performance.
The result is a skilfully integrated suite
of world-class facilities, catering to all
performance disciplines and open, not
only to Bromsgrovians, but also to the
wider community.

arts at Bromsgrove. Expect to see
children from each of our Schools
gracing these stages in the years
to come. Sharing the journey of a
production from first faltering notes to
final ovation. Summoning up the courage
to face an audience, revelling in the
warmth of applause. Entertaining us with
their prodigious talents, whilst all the time
preparing for the many entrances and
exits of their lives ahead; players all.

A tradition of performance stretches
back centuries in the School’s history.
However, with the opening of Cobham
Theatre and Routh Concert Hall, the
curtain rises on a new era of performing

Peter Clague
HEADMASTER
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Official Opening - Drama
Cobham Theatre was officially opened by Lord Cobham. Pupils then performed a
variety of short pieces to showcase their work.
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Official Opening - Music

Professor Julian Lloyd Webber, Principal
of the Royal Birmingham Conservatoire,
opened the new Routh Concert Hall
and Music School and the audience
were then delighted by some moving
and beautiful performances from pupils
across all the Schools, including a piece
entitled All Kinds of Music, written by
our Assistant Director of Music, Richard
Knight for this occasion.
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The
Pierglass
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A Hilarious
Theatrical
Extravaganza
December 6th – 9th 2017
Cobham Theatre

7.00pm Wednesday 6th Saturday 9th December

The Pierglass

Tickets available from Bromsgrove
School’s online Box Office.

This multi award-winning play which is both hilarious and spine-chilling comes to the new Cobham Theatre on 6th, 7th,
8th & 9th December. This promises to be a veritable theatrical treat for the first production in our new theatre and sees
scheming actresses, aspiring hopefuls and dashing heroes rub shoulders with some truly dastardly villains and blushing
young heroines. Tickets are available from the School online box office at:
https://www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk/whats-on.aspx
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Young Marmite
The new Marmite Gifted and Talented
Society for Years 7 & 8 started 201718 with perhaps even greater energy
and intellectual exhilaration than its
Senior School counterpart. The group
is tremendously well-attended and
bouncing with what Dr Ruben calls
‘Zip Wire for the Brain’!
Supported by IB CAS students, the
group uses analytical and cinematic
vocabulary to share opinions on
their favourite (and least favourite)
films, whilst exploring this year’s
whole-School theme - ‘Wonder
Women and Super Girls’. Prep
school students have already made
considered contributions concerning
cinematography, mise-en-scène,
SFX, and CGI in movies ranging from
Jaws and Pacific Rim to Fury and
Avengers. ‘Marmite’ is where we talk
about the things that matter. With
both passion and kindness, new
members demonstrated again that
we may not match, but we do belong.

Biology Olympiad
Seven Upper Sixth Biology students sat the Intermediate Biology Olympiad, a very challenging competition against over
380 other schools worldwide. Congratulations to the following pupils who attained top results:
Gold: Nikita Bedov
Silver: Edward Mooney
Bronze; Timofei Chernega, Amanda Wu, Emily Williams
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WW1 Workshops
School Archivist, Nikki Thorpe, is
undertaking WWI workshops with Year
8, as part of an upcoming creative
writing project. The competition,
also open to Lower Fourth students,
culminates in a prize visit to the war
graves of former pupils in France.

The School Archive has a wealth of
information and artefacts relating to
former pupils and staff who served
and were lost during the war. With the
anniversary of the end of WWI coming
up next year, the School is planning a
year-long commemoration including
an anniversary screening of the Battle
of the Somme and an art installation to
honour those lost in the Great War.

Language
Assistants
The Modern Foreign Languages
department is delighted to welcome
their new assistants. They are all
native speakers who work within
the department, helping pupils to
develop their speaking skills. They
are invaluable in preparing Sixth
Form pupils for their oral exams.
Welcome to Elisa Peposi from
France, Azucena Garcia Gutierrez
from Mexico and Sehrish Qureshi
from Germany. Sehrish is a student
at Birmingham University and will
be sharing her role with Katharina
Dippel.
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Sculptor Visits
Year 8 welcomed Steve Eastwood, a
renowned sculptor from Staffordshire
who sculpts anything from naturalistic
and figurative forms, to abstract and
more unusual items. Steve has been
teaching the pupils how to develop
line and form into clay, to start off
their main project for the year.

Llanwrtyd Wells
The 11th of November is always a
poignant time in Llanwrtyd Wells as it
holds great significance to Bromsgrove
and for those who were evacuated there
when the Government requisitioned
our School buildings for the War effort.
Many former pupils and members
of staff were killed during World War
2, and their names, along with those
from the town, are commemorated
at the War Memorial. Each year,
representatives pay their respects and a
wreath is laid on behalf of Bromsgrove
School. Christopher Price (School
1939-1944), along with Megan Griffiths
and Nikki Thorpe from the School’s
Alumni Office, were in attendance to
represent the School this year. The
town commemorated the fallen with a
service in St James’ Church, followed
by a procession through the streets to
the War Memorial where the wreaths
were laid.
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Photography Competition

The annual physical geography photo competition was open to all year groups in the Senior School and received a fascinating
selection of entries. Pupils were tasked to take pictures of any aspect of the physical landscape they thought was most
inspiring to them.
First prize: Lucia Goodwin for capturing the beauty of Banishead Quarry, Coniston, Lake District
Second prize: Olly Gittoes for a shot taken at 30,000ft spotting the arêtes and u-shape valleys over The Remarkables
mountain range in Otago, South Island of New Zealand.
Third prize: Ben Humphries who captured the glistening beauty of the glacial Lake Louise in Canada.
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Arkwright
Award
Harry Fussell was awarded an Arkwright
Engineering Scholarship in a selection
process designed to identify aspiring
engineers who have the potential to
become leaders in their chosen fields.
The awards ceremony was held at
the Institution of Engineering and
Technology in London where Harry
received his award from his sponsor,
Douglas Dawson, CEO of Liberty
Industries Group.

Youth Orchestra
Joshua Osborn-Patel has been offered
a place in the prestigious National
Youth Orchestra as a French horn
player.

Olympiad
Ruby Ngan and Nicole Zhou both took part in the Mathematics Olympiad for
Girls, tackling a selection of challenging problems. Certificates were awarded to
both, with special mention to Ruby, who attained a Distinction.
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Cross Country
The U13 boys’ cross country team took part in the Midland Final of the English Schools Cross Country Cup at Chetwynd
Deer Park, Newport, Shropshire and qualified for the National Final to be held at Sevenoaks School, Kent.

U10 Hockey
The U10 hockey team travelled
to Foremarke Hall to play in their
invitational tournament. The girls
put in a solid performance to secure
a 0-0 draw against Belper hockey
club in their first match. They then
played some very good attacking
hockey against Warwick Prep to beat
them 1-0, but lost their third game
to Penine Way. The team saved their
best hockey for the final game to
draw 0-0 with Foremarke Hall. This
meant that Bromsgrove finished in
joint third position in their group.
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Top
Teacher
Congratulations to Dr Michael
Thompson, the School’s Director
of IB, who has been awarded an
‘Outstanding Educator’ Award from the
University of Chicago. Dr Thompson
was nominated for the award by one of
his former IB students who joined the
University of Chicago.

School History
We were delighted to welcome back Mr Bowen who taught here for 34 years, retired as Deputy Head two years ago
and is now a Foundation Trustee. Mr Bowen delivered a fascinating and a very informative presentation on the history
of Bromsgrove School. Pupils were treated to a variety of images and photographs of how the School has changed and
developed over time.
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Bromsgrovian News
Visits
Thank you to Ben Cox (W 99-10) for returning to Bromsgrove in November to
work with our cricket keepers on their skills and knowledge of the game. Ben
made his debut for Worcestershire whilst still at School, and in 2016 he agreed
a new long-term deal as wicketkeeper-batsman at New Road.

Elmshurst House was delighted by a surprise visit from 2017 leaver, Aram
Andreasyan (E 13-17) earlier this term. Aram is now studying Economics at
Durham, and Mr Fallows tells us that he wins the prize for being the first 2017
leaver to re-visit their House this year.

