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Pupils visiting the Pitt Rivers Museum in Oxford

A word from the Headmaster
What an inspiring plan recently
announced in Italy - every young person
turning 18 in that country is to receive
€500. There’s just one catch; the
money can only be spent on culturally
enriching pursuits such as going to
theatres, concerts and museums, visiting
archaeological sites, buying books and
so on.

Why would a country struggling with debt
commit €290 million per annum in this
way? It is an investment in aspiration, a
down payment on a brighter future. The
minister in charge of the scheme said:
“It sends a clear message – a welcome
for those who reach the age of 18 and
a reminder of how crucial culture is,
both for personal enrichment and for
strengthening the social fabric of the
country.”
There is one final condition. Italian
teenagers will have just one year to
spend all their credit. But they will be
spoilt for choice in the country that gave

the world Michelangelo, Caravaggio and
Fellini. Innumerable museums and
galleries. More World Heritage sites than
any other nation. €500 buys a wealth of
opportunities if they use it wisely.
A wonderful initiative then, but what
relevance for Bromsgrove? Simply this
– our children have also been given a
gift with special conditions. Our parents
may not be in as much financial turmoil
as the Italian Treasury, but whatever
their circumstances, all are making a
significant investment by sending their
child to Bromsgrove.
Italian teenagers would probably prefer
that the Government just gave them
€500 cash to do with as they pleased.
No doubt our pupils would quite like
the value of their school fees to spend
as they wished. But in both cases, the
conditions on how that money is used
comes from a genuine desire to help
them become the best they can be as
adults.

Many Italians will undoubtedly spend
every last cent of their gift, visiting
art galleries, watching plays, going to
concerts. Others will probably use
some of their inheritance but perhaps
not all of it. Maybe they will start off
enthusiastically but then lose interest.
And sadly, a few will no doubt squander
the whole investment, not using any of
the opportunities that the great gift offers
to them.
The challenge is equal for today’s
Bromsgrovians. They have a year of
myriad opportunities ahead. Thirtythree precious weeks to maximise the
investment in their future. What will they
seize? Which horizons will they broaden?
How will they honour the gift that has
been given? That is my challenge to
each individual pupil.
Peter Clague
HEADMASTER
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Results 2016
Bromsgrove School has once again
recorded outstanding A level and BTEC
results, with 15.7% gaining A* grades,
60% gaining A* or A and 86% gaining
A* to B grades. In BTEC every single
entry was graded at least Distinction
with 34 Distinction* grades (equivalent
to A* at A level). IB results reported
in July were also outstanding with an
average point score of 38.
We are delighted that both the School’s
Heads of School achieved School
history by securing their Oxbridge
offers. Headboy, William Lockhart,
will read Land Economy at Fitzwilliam
College, Cambridge and Headgirl, Kate
Edgington, will study Law at Queen’s
College, Cambridge. Our star of the
stage, Olivia Wormald, who played
Beggar Woman Lucy to much acclaim
in the School’s production of Sweeney
Todd is off to study Drama at London’s
Mountview Academy of the Arts.
Bromsgrove School Fifth Form pupils
achieved a superb set of GCSE results
that are amongst the School’s best.
Almost a third of the total grades
achieved were graded A*, 64% were
graded A*/A and 85% graded B or
above. Three students achieved a full
house of eleven A*s, five achieved
10A*s and seven achieved 9A*s.
Headmaster Peter Clague commented,
“Overall these are fantastic results and
a reward for the dedication and talent of
our students. There will be many happy
students and families in Bromsgrove
and around the world as they receive
their results and anticipate the next
exciting step in their lives”.
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Performing Arts Update

Construction of Bromsgrove School’s new
performing arts complex is now firmly
underway. Two distinct 300+ seat theatres
are being created, linked by an avenue
which also connects the Preparatory and
Senior Schools.
Historic Routh Hall on the Senior campus
will be transformed into a concert hall,
tuned exclusively for musical performances
and making use of its exceptional acoustic
qualities. Adjacent, a new Music School
will house a suite of specialist classrooms,
recording studios and twelve instrumental
practice rooms, as well as a reception foyer
and box office.
The Performing Arts Avenue will lead to an
equivalent home for Drama, built where
the old Cobham Hall once stood in the
Preparatory School. Flexible seating and a
hydraulic thrust stage will allow for a wide
range of dramatic and dance performances.
From intimate plays to large scale
productions, the new facility will provide
fully equipped technical galleries and safe
access to all lighting and flying facilities,
encouraging students into technical aspects
of theatre as well as performance. The
facility will also boast a 90 seat Performance
Studio, with large scenic workshops, props
stores and modern dressing rooms available
for both lessons and productions.
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Scholars and Scholarships

Congratulations to all the Lower Sixth pupils who have been awarded an honourary academic scholarship following GCSE
results – the criteria to be awarded the honourary scholarships is a minimum of 9 A* grades at GCSE.
The School awards scholarships to pupils in Prep School (11+ Academic and Music) and Senior School (13+ & 16+
Academic, Sport, Music and Art). Current pupils can apply for a scholarship or a variety of scholarships. Application Forms
are available from Mrs Elvy in Administration. Tutors and Class Teachers can also advise on making an application for a
scholarship. Sports Trials are held in November and 11+ academic scholars will sit the 11+ entrance exam in November, all
others are held in January. See the website for dates.

Advance Notice:

Twelfth Night
On 24th, 25th and 26th November
Shakespeare’s hilarious play of love,
loss and mistaken identity comes to
the Drama Studio in Big School in
a sparkling, traverse production set
during the early 20th Century.
Prep School’s Year 7 & 8 have been
rehearsing in earnest to do justice
to this popular play. Tickets are free
but space is limited so we advise
you to contact the School’s Director
of Performing Arts, Tim Norton, to
reserve your tickets:
tnorton@bromsgrove-school.co.uk
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Art Works
Inspire 16
Congratulations to Sonia Tam and Holly
Peplow whose work was exhibited in
the Gas Hall Gallery at the Birmingham
Museum, as part of the Inspire 16
competition and exhibition.
Sonia won first prize with her mixed
media piece combining portraiture and
cityscape, which communicates the
complexity of the relationship between
people and place. Holly received Highly
Commended for her textile work.

Staff Exhibition
The Art Department hosted a spectacular exhibition of the creative work of the School’s staff. This year all staff were invited to
contribute, not just Art specialists, and there was a terrifc response. Fifteen members of staff in all exhibited work varying from
textiles and sculpture to glass and conceptual assemblages. One of the surprise stars of the show was a beautiful collection of
wood turning by the Headmaster.
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Roald Dahl 100
Pupils at Prep and Pre-Prep celebrated
Roald Dahl’s 100th birthday by
participating in some exciting activities.
At Pre-Prep, one classroom was
transformed into a chocolate factory
where the children received a golden
ticket and made and decorated
their own chocolate cakes, another
was turned into a potions lab where
pupils could make their own spooky
marvellous medicines.
At Prep School the Dining Hall became
a place of wonderfully creative dishes
- anyone for a snot pot, mud pie,
Trunchbull’s chocolate cake or Farmer
Bunce’s doughnuts?
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Music
The annual Scholars’ recital given by
sixteen Fifth and Sixth Formers was a
delightful evening of music-making of
the highest calibre in the setting of the
Housman Room. Many congratulations
to each performer for sharing their
talents on this evening; if you weren’t
there, you missed a good concert
but you can catch up by seeing
performances on the School’s YouTube
channel.
Well done to all those who played and
sang at the Informal Concert in Old
Chapel. There was some great variety
in the offerings, and it was especially
pleasing to hear younger talent from the
Prep school coming forward to take up
the opportunity to perform too.

Baby Talk
Reception children were delighted
when Mrs Cattel’s daughter Chloe
(an OB) visited with her new son,
Joe.
Chloe talked to the children about
looking after Joe and they asked her
questions about feeding, nappies,
sleeping and playing.
Everyone really enjoyed seeing Joe
who gave lots of smiles in return.
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Futures
Bromsgrove Futures welcomed
representatives from the Military for
an Armed Forces Careers Evening.
Students took part in an interactive
session to test their problem solving
skills and were able to talk to soldiers
from the Army and Navy. A Reservist
and a Regular from Sandhurst
talked about their career paths,
and participants were able to ask
anonymous questions via an interactive
app during the session.

Rugby
Selection
Forest Learning
Year 3 and 4 had a very informative time planting a wildflower meadow. They were
taught how to suppress weeds and brambles using yellow rattle seed. The area was
raked and cleared, then the seeds planted and trampled into the ground. This is
the first stage of the meadow which will be entered via willow tunnels.

Congratulations to Holly Nichols who
has been selected for the Staffordshire
County U18 girls rugby team.
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Chicken’s ‘Run’ Continues
The Greenpower race team have already been busy this term; their first outing was to the Bedford Autodrome, home of
Palmer Autosport. After a promising first race where the team came in joint 4th overall they were approached by a member
of IET (Institute of Engineering and Technology), one of the world’s largest engineering institutes and asked about the
technology on the car. The students explained about our new custom made heatsink (BAL Aluminium), use of industrial
Ammeters (Trumeter), 3D printed areos and ultra-reliable wiring meaning no mods needed between races. Clearly the
judges were impressed with what they had said because we were awarded the IET Engineering Award for Innovation at the
end of the day. At the end of the event the team had collected another two trophies for kitcar winner and IET Engineering.
The next meet was at Castle Coombe, where the team won the kitcar category once again, and because of this result they
are now pole position on the grid at the kitcar finals and 31st on the grid in the F24 world finals.
Finally the team attended the World Finals at Rockingham Raceway. In the kitcar finals the team managed a very
respectable 4th position out of 40 teams, and in the F24 World Finals, racing against teams from the UK, Brazil, Portugal,
South Africa, Poland, Ireland and America, the Chicken finished 2nd in the kitcar category. This remarkbable achievement
places them 27th in the world rankings out of 300 teams.
The team would like to thank their sponsors - Gorilla Glue, Trumeter, Digital Speedos, Bay Plastics and especially BAL
Aluminium’s Julian Cavalot for designing and manufacturing the most amazing heatsink ever
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Indian
Workshop
Year 4 had a fabulous day learning about
Indian culture and dance. Sohan Kailey
from Aashiyana Arts took the children
on a mythical journey to India from the
foothills of the Himalaya Mountains.
They found out about Indian gods
Shiva, Krishna, Ganesh and Rama and
experienced the battle between Good
and Evil, cumulating in a performance of
semi classical Indian dance.
They tried their hand at Bhangra
dancing and watched traditional Indian
puppets, The Great Maharajas. The
year group came together at the end of
the day to be embraced by the glitz the
glamour of Bollywood. The final dance
party was spectacular and enormous fun
was had by all.

DT Club
Prep School’s DT Club recently received a donation of a Goblin Race Car
from the Greenpower Trust. This initiative aims to encourage students into
engineering and motor racing from a young age - hopefully inspiring the
next generation of racing drivers, engineers and designers. The team of
seven pupils built the kitcar with minimal help from their teachers. School
Governor, Geoff Strong visited the group to see how they were getting on
and offered his own experiences from the motor racing world. Over the next
few months, the team will prepare for races against other schools at various
venues around the UK

Victorian Times
Year 6 enjoyed schoolroom lessons
from the Victorian era and they also
learned about the jobs of a scullery
maid and boot boy from that time.
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946

Prep pupils from the production of
Twelfth Night together with eight GCSE
drama students enjoyed a performance
of '946 The Amazing Story of Adolphus
Tips' at the Globe Theatre. Artistic
director Emma Rice and Michael
Morpurgo (War Horse author), have
adapted Morpurgo’s version about
a botched rehearsal for the D-day
landings that ended in a catastrophe,
which was concealed for years. The
“946” in the title is the shocking
real-life tally of servicemen who were
killed because of a communications
error during practice runs for D-Day at
Slapton Sands in Devon.

Officer Material
Congratulations to Oliver Hall on his
Army Officer Selection Board result
which has secured him a place at the
Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst.

Pitt Rivers
Year 10 Art and Textiles students visited The Pitt Rivers and Natural History
Museums in Oxford. They produced some excellent drawings in support of their
GCSE portfolios based on the theme ‘Transformation’.
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Roman Drill
Year 5 were terrifying as they
practised Roman drill and battle
formations with a Roman soldier who
visited them.

Siena Skis On
Siena Horton has been selected for Great Britain’s U16 alpine ski team for the Children’s International Races in the Czech
Republic at the start of 2017. Siena will be in action on January 27/28 in the giant slalom and slalom events. This is
Siena’s third call up since making her debut for the U14 team last year. Siena trains with Austrian-based Ambition Racing
and spent the summer training in New Zealand.
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Apple Harvest
Pre-School prepared for Harvest by collecting apples from the apple trees in the Pre-Prep garden and making delicious mini
apple pies.

Rugby
The U11 team took part in the Port Regis Rugby Tournament with many teams travelling from afar to this prestigious
event. In the group stages we beat hosts Port Regis 15-10, Kings Hall 30-5 and All Hallows’ 5-0 which meant we
progressed through to the semi final as group winners. In the semi final we lost 5-10 to The Dragon before going down
0-25 in the 3rd/4th place match. A good result for our boys who had been fully tested by some of the best and most
renowned rugby playing schools in the country.
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Busy Year 3

Year 3 have been learning about
fantastic Ancient Egyptian jewellery and
amulets, they have designed their very
own Egyptian-style pendant and beads,
which they then created in ceramics.
These are being biscuit-fired in the Art
Department kiln and will be painted
and glazed by the pupils to make some
stunning necklaces.

School nurse Mrs Moore taught them
about some of the different ways they
can keep healthy through following good
hygiene practices. As part of learning
about the importance of good hand
washing, every child had the chance to
cover their hands in some special gel
that glows under UV light, to simulate
how germs can sit on the skin. They
then all washed their hands and looked
to see how clean they were under a
special UV lamp.

Mrs Hill, a Nutritional Therapist, visited
to give a fascinating presentation about
her job and about the importance of
nutrition in achieving and maintaining
good health. The children especially
enjoyed matching the volume of sugar
to various popular drinks and were
shocked to see how much some of
them contained.

Netball
The 1st netball team competed in a
pre-season tournament at Sheffield
High School for Girls in aid of the
charity CRY (Cardiac Risk in the
Young). Twelve schools competed for
the medals and our team finished as
runners up to Leeds Grammar School.
All in all this was a promising
performance for a newly formed team
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Thailand and Hong Kong Reunions

The Headmaster, Assistant Head and the Bursar hosted events for current parents and Old Bromsgrovians while they were
on their annual recrutiment tour of the Far East. The events, held at the Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club and the Bangkok
Sports Club were well attended and gave our senior staff the chance to reconnect with friends of Bromsgove both old and
new.
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Mission Hills

Bromsgrove School Mission Hills
Whilst on the annual trip to the Far East the Headmaster, accompanied by the Bursar, Assistant Head and Deputy Head
Academic, attended the official launch of Bromsgrove School Mission Hills in Shenzhen, China. The School is a ‘not-forprofit’ international school, with a Board of six Governors, half from Bromsgrove and half from Mission Hills Group. The
arrangement is entirely cost-neutral for Bromsgrove, with all expenses and other necessary resources accounted for in the
agreement between the two schools.
The creation of Mission Hills International School has been spearheaded by Dr Catherine Chu, who is Executive Director
of Mission Hills Group and Mission Hills Education. She approached leading overseas schools to learn from the best
of western pedagogy and curriculum and to explore possible collaborations to enrich the school’s holistic integration of
Western and Chinese pedagogy and curriculum. Her search led her to Bromsgrove, of which her husband Charles Tsai
is an Old Bromsgrovian. Catherine and Charles approached Bromsgrove to suggest a collaboration between the two
institutions, with Bromsgrove providing the educational programme and Mission Hills the infrastructure and facilities.
There was an immediate affinity between the ideals of Mission Hills Education and the aims of Bromsgrove School and
Headmaster, Peter Clague, said at the press conference, “Beyond the immediate benefits of a world-class education for
the children of Shenzhen, there are many other invaluable opportunities to be gained from this partnership. We envisage
exchanges between pupils and teachers in both schools. Shared elements of our curriculum will allow learners to move
between China and the UK. The potential benefits for language learning and cultural co-operation are especially exciting.”
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Bromsgrovian News

1960 - 69 Leavers’ Reunion
Almost 100 Old Bromsgrovians returned to School in September for a 1960-69 Leavers’ Reunion. The day began with
a welcoming service in the Memorial Chapel with a special Anthem by the Chapel Choir. Memories of the decade were
recounted by the current Heads of School. Pupil guides then escorted the OBs on a tour of the School and Old Chapel.
Lunch followed in the hospitality suite after which the OBs were invited to record memories of their own School days.

Prof Sir Michael Drury
The School honoured the late Professor Sir Michael Drury with a special ceremony
in the newly refurbished Lupton House. A Luptonian, Michael Drury was at
Bromsgrove between 1939-1943, spending his School years in Llanwrtyd Wells.
when the School was evacuated there. He was our School Medical Officer for many
years, as well as the towns’ Cottage Hospital Doctor. Sir Michael served the School
as a very supportive School Governor for much of the 1990s. We were pleased to
welcome members of his family, including his children and a grand-daughter to the
unveiling of a plaque in his honour.

b r o m s g r o v i a n n e w s r e v i e w MICHAELMAS 2 0 1 6 i s s u e 1

Bromsgrovian News
Phuong Ta
During her recent business trip to
Vietnam, Miss Scannell was delighted
to meet Old Bromsgrovian Phuong Ta
(MW 97-00). After leaving Bromsgrove
in 2000, Phuong studied for a Masters
degree in Chemical Engineering at
Imperial College London.
Phuong is now a very successful
Engineer for Rosneft Vietnam - Rosneft
is the leader of Russia’s petroleum
industry and the world’s largest publicly
traded petroleum company.

Wedding

Ella Cardinali
Old Bromsgrovian Ella Cardinali (O
04-15) returned to School to share
information on the International Citizen
Service.
Ella flew in from New York where she
had taken part in a global conference,
presenting a paper to members of the
UN.

Congratulations to Sandy Chang (O 04-06) and Max Tam (WG, 03-06) who
came back to School to have some wedding photos taken. We wish them every
happiness in the years to come.
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Forthcoming Events 2016
October

Tuesday 18 			NYU US Applications Evening Workshop, Housman Hall, 7.00-8.00pm
Tuesday 18 			Senior School Inter-House Unison Song Competition, Arena, 3.45pm
Friday 21 			Half Term commences at end of School day
Friday 21 – Tues 25		Senior Boys’ U15 Rugby Tour to Ireland
Saturday 22 – Weds
26	Senior Girls’ Netball Tour to Disneyland, Paris
Saturday 29 – Sat 5 November	Senior Classics Trip to Greece
Monday 31 – Fri 4 November
Prep Girls’ Hockey and Netball Tour to Spain and Gibraltar

November

Sunday 6 			
Prep Boarders return by 7.30pm; Senior Boarders return by 9.00pm
Monday 7 			School recommences
Wednesday 9 			Remembrance Service, Memorial Chapel, 8.30am
Thursday 10 			
Prep Ski Trip Information Evening, 5.30pm
Friday 11 			Remembrance Day ceremony at the Flagpole, 10.55am
Saturday 12 			Sixth Form Open Morning
Sunday 13 			Remembrance Day School Services, 9.50am and 10.50am
Thursday 17 			
Prep House Singing Competition Final
Thursday 17 			UVI Interview Evening
Friday 18 			School House Quiz Night, Hospitality Suite, 7.00pm
Saturday 19 			String Orchestra and Brass Ensemble Coffee Concert, St John’s Church, 11.00am
Tuesday 22 			Informal Concert, Old Chapel, 5.30pm
Tuesday 22 			IB Information Evening for Fifth Form Parents, 7.30pm
Thursday 24, Fri 25 & Sat 26
Year 8 Production of Twelfth Night, Senior Drama Studio, 7.00pm
Thursday 24 			Senior Next Step Conference for LVI Parents, LRC, 7.30pm
Thursday 24 			
Prep Year 3 String Recital, 4.00pm
Friday 25 			
Pre-Prep and Prep PA Quiz Night, Hospitality Suite

December

Thursday 1 			
Prep Junior Christmas Concert, venue TBC, 3.00pm
Friday 2 			Senior Open Mic Night, Hospitality Suite, 7.00pm
Monday 5 			CCF Recruits Passing Out Parade
Wednesday 7 			
Pre-Prep Reception Nativity, School Hall, 9.15am
Thursday 8 			
Pre-Prep Reception Nativity, School Hall, 9.15am
Thursday 8 			Senior Christmas Concert, Arena, 7.00pm
Friday 9 			
Prep Christmas Concert, venue TBC, 7.00pm
Monday 12 			CCF Final Parade
Wednesday 14 			
Prep Carol Service, Memorial Chapel, 12.00 noon
Wednesday 14 			School House mince pies and mulled wine, 2.30pm onwards
Wednesday 14 			Senior Carol Services, Memorial Chapel, UIV & LIV 2.00pm, UVI, LVI, V 3.15pm
Wednesday 14 			
Term ends

