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A word from the Headmaster
Despite what the textbooks on tectonic
processes would have us believe, the
Malvern Hills are constantly changing
in elevation. In the weeks before our
annual walk, on which the entire Lower
Fourth journey from Eastnor Deer Park
to Malvern town, they grow to Himalayan
proportions. Horror stories of steep
terrain, unrelenting climbs and endless
false peaks sweep through the School,
mainly perpetuated by the older pupils
who have already tackled the challenge.
Stories of blisters, exhaustion and the
need for bottled oxygen abound.

more manageable dimensions. The
journey becomes more about bonding
than bouldering. Slopes fall away easily
below the feet of young people who
are learning the joys of outdoor activity
and shared enterprise. Friendships
are formed along the gently sweeping
ridges. Helping hands offered on a climb
forge links that will remain unbroken
throughout the rest of School life and
beyond. Fear of an insurmountable
physical challenge is replaced by the
satisfaction of gaining the summit easily
in the company of one’s peers.

are spun amongst the latest generation
of Bromsgrovians to have hiked the
trail. Suddenly the peaks were that
much higher, the ascent that much
steeper, the distances lengthen. So too
are legends born; those who carried
another’s rucksack when the going got
tough, those who shared their lifesaving
chocolate bar, those who made the miles
shrink with their ready humour. And in
the telling and retelling of these stories,
the bonds between the year group
are cemented as firmly as if they had
conquered Everest itself.

Miraculously though, on the day in which
150 new Bromsgrovians head out for
their excursion, the hills erode back to

And then, each year, in the weeks that
follow the walk, the range begins to
rise again. Uplifted by new tales which

Peter Clague
HEADMASTER
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Geographic Questions

Lower Sixth Geography pupils travelled
to Betws-y-Coed in North Wales to put
into practice some of their classwork.
They studied flood management

strategies in the Conwy valley, visited
Harlech where they investigated the
formation of sand dunes in addition to a
case study of ecosystem succession and

Design Service
Inspired Design Technology pupils have designed and built two Mud Kitchens for
Chadsgrove School as part of Bromsgrove Service. The pupils and Ms Densem
delivered the items to delighted pupils at Chadsgrove School.

finally went to Criccieth to look at coastal
management strategies.

Fine Artists

Mark Lippett, an award-winning Fine
Artist, visited Year 6 Art lessons to
teach the pupils some of his tricks
of the trade. He introduced them to
new media to further enhance their
drawing skills. Pupils were also able
to view some of his atmospheric
drawings and paintings which depict
quiet and unpopulated landscapes.
We are looking forward to seeing the
pupils’ work after these special art
sessions.
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House Song
The House Song Competition is keenly
anticipated by all the pupils and staff.
The theme this year was the weather
and the standard of performance was
very high. The adjudicator was Mr
Ben Sawyer – a conductor, vocal coach
and singer. He judged overall winner
to be Hazeldene, with their rendition
of Summertime Madness. Elmshurst
were runners-up with It’s Raining Men.
Well done also to Nikita Perevoznikov
of Housman Hall who won the
Conductor’s Prize and Thomas Cookes
House who won the Best Creative Prize.

Basketball
The junior House basketball
competition was closely fought with
an exciting final between Elmshurst
and Lupton. Both teams played
extremely well with Elmshurst
emerging victorious with a score of
8-1.

Marmite
As a reward for a remarkable start to the Gifted and Talented year, members of
the Marmite Society attended a special pop-up screening of the movie on the
exact day in ‘The Future’ that Doc Brown enters into the De Lorean in the movie
series. The lack of hoverboards was compensated for with pizza, popcorn
and cookies. Students from every school age group were represented, and are
pictured recreating the iconic image for the movie poster.
Topics for the for the Fourth and Fifth Formers’ Marmite Group this term include
the paintings of Norman Rockwell, Art Nouveau architecture, Instagram and
the theory of Entropy, under the theme ‘What Am I Looking At?’ Sixth Formers
are studying theory from Barthes, Marx, Woolf and Belsey, The Tempest,
Frankenstein, Jane Eyre and scientific ethics under the theme ‘Nature and
Culture’.

Amnesty Talk
Dr Trevor Trueman from Amnesty International visited to speak to the Upper
Fourth on the topic of Human Rights and the Refugee Crisis in Europe.
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Piano Performance
Well done to Jude Wynter who
performed at the first round of the
BBC Young Musician of the Year
competition where he won through to
the category auditions which will be
held in Cardiff in December.

All Blacks Meet
George Tate was very lucky to be
selected to attend a closed event
in October in Darlington where he
attended a once-in-a-lifetime event for
ten people to have a breakfast meeting
with the New Zealand All Blacks team
during the Rugby World Cup.

Selly Manor
Year 4 enjoyed a very interesting trip
to Selly Manor as part of their Tudors
topic. They all had the opportunity
to dress up in Tudor costumes, play
games of the time and have a look
around the Manor House. The children
thoroughly enjoyed the day and were
able to use the knowledge that they had
already learned this term to impress
their guides.
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Scholars’
Concert
The annual Music Scholars’ recital
featured performances from thirtythree talented pupils from Years 7 to
the Upper 6th. The Scholars, who
form the backbone of the school’s
instrumental and vocal ensembles,
gave outstanding solo performances
in a varied programme which was a
delight to hear.

Informal Concert
Year 3 Strings
Now in its second year, the Strings’ Initiative gives the opportunity for all Year 3
pupils to learn violin, viola, cello or double bass throughout the academic year.
Each of the different instruments were showcased in excellent performances by
the pupils, and they all played together too creating a really fabulous orchestral
sound. Many current Year 4 pupils, recipients of the scheme a year ago,
returned to demonstrate their skills to the Year 3 pupils to show them what can
be achieved with perseverance and practice. A fabulous event; the second
demonstration concert will take place next term. We cannot wait to see what is in
store then!

The first Informal Concert of the
Senior School music calendar took
place in October in Old Chapel.
These concerts have been fantastic
for any pupil ready and willing to
perform a solo to an appreciative
audience in an informal setting
at the end of the school day. We
were treated to eight performances
on piano (Michaelia Yeung, Jude
Wynter, Nandini Bulchandani),
saxophone (Tom Muir), voice (Olivia
Dalby, Anna Rogers), flute (Tiffanie
Tseng, Anna Rogers) and Guzheng
(Irene Lau).
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CCF
CCF cadets have had a very busy
start to the year. Early on a Sunday in
October they set off to to compete in the
11 SIG & WM BDE Cadet Orienteering
Championship. Despite early fog at the
Nesscliffe Training Camp spirits were
high and the fog soon lifted to reveal
blue skies and unseasonably high
temperatures - perfect conditions for
what proved to be a challenging course
of up to 16 control points over 5km
of varied terrain. Tobias Finnemore
ran the course in an impressive 51
minutes 56 seconds, earning himself a
well-deserved silver medal for the best
individual male U16 performance. As
the final results rolled in it was clear
that Bromsgrove had performed well
and both the boys’ and girls’ U16 teams
finished in second place, qualifying
them for a places in the Army finals.
380 cadets from three schools joined
together to take part in the Michaelmas
field weekend at Nescliffe Army Training
Area. Lower Sixth Cadets completed a
shooting competition prior to support
the training of the recruits, whilst the
Fifth Form cadets embarked on an
Army patrol competition and an RAF
48-hour survival exercise.
The recruit platoons were engaged
in a series of activities including field
cooking, camouflage and concealment,
shooting, first aid and the obstacle
course. An overnight stay in barrack
accommodation and access to gourmet
food in the army cookhouse all added to
the adventure.
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Kit Car
Competes
Our enthusiastic team worked their
way through the season to make it to
the World Kitcar and F24 Finals. In the
F24 Finals they entered as the wildcard
in Race 1 and worked their way from
the back of the grid to finish in 42nd
place overall and joint second in the
Kitcar category. This was a superb
result for the team and set them up
for a very exciting second race. Again
starting at the back, the team slowly
worked their way through the grid and
into a respectable 43rd position. Whilst
everyone else was pulling out of the
race, the Bromsgrove team with The
Chicken continued at the same pace
until the last lap when the batteries
gave up on them and they coasted to
a stop half a mile from the end. This
meant that the team ended 5th furthest
Kitcar for this race. The results mean
that Bromsgrove were just edged out of
a trophy but the team worked

fantastically to get the car through
the weekend and they have improved
Bromsgrove’s overall world standing by
another 20 places over the last season.
The team consisted of team manager/
mascot Aled Luckman and drivers
Tristan Stephens-Jones, Ellie Chan, Sam
McCabe, Toby Lam and James Bromley.

New App
We are delighted to be launching
our new App - available for iPhone
and Android phones, the App is
easy to use and lightning fast. It
is the highest specification App
available and it can even be used
without a WIFI or mobile phone
connection. A News Feed section
provides users with the latest goings
on from the school from our social
media as well as selected feature
articles. The calendar section
imports from our own school
calendar directly into the App. The
calendar contains the categories
from the school calendar enabling
users to quickly filter information.
Settings allow the users to choose
which social feeds they want to see
and select which schools they wish
to see calendar entries, news items
and receive notifications for.

Art Exhibition
Sarah Morgans, Head of Art, took
part in the ‘New Blood’ exhibition
in The Waterfront Gallery, Milford
Haven, Wales. and was featured
in Pembrokeshire life Magazine.
Sarah’s work can be viewed on
the gallery website: http://www.
thewaterfrontgallery.co.uk
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Languages Updates

The German Exchange group from Gymnasium Hermannswerder in Potsdam enjoyed a trip to Oxford where they had tours of
New College and Christchurch and a walk down to the River. They were all very keen to see all the locations used in the Harry
Potter films and to act out some scenes for themselves! The group also visited Stratford, Birmingham, London and Worcester
as well as taking part in some lessons in School. Our pupils look forward to the return visit.
The Spanish Department recently welcomed back a retired Chief Examiner of AQA Spanish, who visited to give lectures to
all AS pupils of Modern Foreign Languages about how to write a discursive essay in a foreign language. He also talked to A2
Spanish pupils about how to write a cultural essay on literature and film.

The Modern Languages Department
has begun to use tablet computers
in class. The tablets have made a
huge difference to language learning;
pupils can access sound files and
listen to them at their own pace with
headphones. Using various software
programs, the pupils can complete
exercises based on reading passages
or video clips and benefit from
immediate feedback.
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Economics
Prep School recently held an
inaugural Economics Society meeting
led by Senior School teacher Miss
Keys and her team of Sixth Form
Economists.
The lunchtime society is open to
pupils in Years 6 to 8 and in this first
meeting they were faced with some
challenges including, how to allocate
scarce resources, starting with the
medium of chocolate After Eights,
building up to more global issues
such as housing shortages and oil
prices. They then explored how the
price mechanism can help us as
consumers. The session included
some social science experiments
using behavioural economic theory,
where the notion of rationality was
explored at length.

Sports News
Rugby
Well done to Ben Turner, Peter Olley
and Joe Harper who all played in the
U15 team representing Worcester
Warriors Academy. Worcester Warriors
beat Wasps Academy 22-17 away.

Sports Talk
Nathan Marshall from UCFB gave a
presentation to pupils on the topic of
‘Careers in Sport’.

Nuffield
Research
Sixth Former Tom Lynch showed some
determination when he applied for a
Nuffield Research Placement at the
start of his Lower Sixth year. With over
700 applicants in the West Midlands
area, and following a rigorous selection
process and interview, Tom was one of
100 students chosen for a placement
which he undertook during the summer
holidays.
His chosen subject was in the sphere of
Nuclear Physics with Professor Mottura
of Birmingham University acting as
his supervisor. After performing his
research, his finished project was
submitted to Nuffield for assessment.
Tom also had to create a poster and
give a presentation to the Nuffield
Coordinators. He submitted his write
up for a CREST gold award and has
submitted his work to the Young
Scientists Journal, and to the National
Science and Engineering Competition.
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Bath Time
Year 5 went to Bath where they visited
the Roman Baths and took part in some
workshops about Roman life.

Toffee fun
Inspired by their study of the toffeeloving character Moonface from The
Enchanted Wood, Year 3 enjoyed a
demonstration of real toffee making
from chef Chris Micklewright in the
School kitchens.
They then had a go at creating their
own no-cook toffee fudge.

Pets
Year 1 enjoyed a visit from Pets At Home staff and their furry friends Smudge
the rabbit and Biscuit the hamster.
The children learnt how to look after animals and discussed the differences
between pets and animals in their natural habitats.
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Bake Off
Year 6 pupil Harrison Brown entered
the BBC Junior Bake Off competition
over the summer. He appeared in
the first episode of the new series
which was broadcast over half term
on the CBBC channel.

U13 Rugby Tour
Forty boys accompanied by PE staff enjoyed their rugby tour to Ireland. They had a training session with Brian
McLaughlin, the former Ulster Rugby Head Coach and enjoyed a pre-game run on the beach before their second game of
the tour against Methody Belfast. They managed to mix in some Geography whilst away by visiting the Giant’s Causeway.
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Remembrance Day
Staff and pupils gathered to hold the two minutes silence on Remembrance Day and all pupils attended special School
services for Remembrance .
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Bromsgrovian News
OB Reunion
The first 10-year Reunion was held for Old Bromsgrovians who left the School in 2005. We were pleased to welcome
almost 40 leavers for a tour of the School and lunch with the Headmaster and members of staff. Many were stunned and
delighted by the developments that had taken place since leaving, and much reminiscing went on over a splendid lunch.

Cookes House Reunion
A special reunion to celebrate the half centenary of the inception of Cookes House
takes place on Saturday, 21st November. The House was only in being for eight
years when, in 1972, it was split into Lyttelton and Walters. Thanks to Ian Sanders
(Cookes 64-66) for his help and support, and whose original idea it was to hold
this event.
Invitations to all eligible Cookes House members (whose contact details we
have) were posted and emailed at the beginning of September. If you are eligible
but haven’t received any details, please contact us so that we can send you an
invitation. Email mgriffiths@bromsgrove-school.co.uk or telephone 01527 579679
ext 366. You can also contact Old Bromsgrovian Ian Sanders on 01905 773999
or email sanders.g1@sky.com. There are more details on this link: http://www.
bromsgrove-school.co.uk/cookeshousereunion.aspx

Netball Match Win I
The School’s 1st netball team competed against the Old Bromsgrovian netball team in what has become an annual event. For
the first time in four years the OBs won the trophy, winning by a narrow margin, however, it was a match of excellent quality
and pleasing to see many OB’s still playing netball at a high level. Hayley Rudd, Ellie Trow, Rebecca Strangward and Harriet
Eales all made their returns to the court where they had represented the School 1st team so well in the past.
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Bromsgrovian News
Annual Foundation Lecture
We are delighted to announce Stephen Page (Lupton 78-83) as our
Seventh Annual Foundation Lecture speaker.
Stephen is Chief Executive of Faber and Faber, the leading book publisher
of literary fiction, poetry, children’s, crime, history, music, film, drama,
audio and apps.
Faber and Faber remains one of the last of the great independent
publishing houses in London and through Stephen’s leadership continues
to go from strength to strength – Its backlist features books by no fewer
than twelve Nobel Laureates and six Booker Prize-winners, a thriving
frontlist and an ever-growing e-book list. New ventures include the print-ondemand Faber Finds imprint, Faber Digital, Faber Academy (the creative
writing school), as well as Faber Factory Powered by Constellation, and
Faber Factory Plus.

The lecture will take place on Thursday, 10th March 2016 at The Lansdowne Club, Fitzmaurice Place, London. With
sincere thanks to the Chairman of the Foundation, Dick Noake, for hosting the event.
The lecture is open to anyone with a connection to Bromsgrove School, and an invitation letter will be sent out shortly.
However, if you would like to pre-register your interest in attending, please email Megan Griffiths: mgriffiths@bromsgroveschool.co.uk or telephone 01527 579679 ext 366.
photo courtesy of Marta Gala

Remembrance
Andrew Campbell (Wendron, 67-72), Jenny Bossard (neé Gricks, Walters, 72-74)
and Nikki Thorpe (School Archivist) all attended the Remembrance Day service held
in Llanwrtyd Wells where still today the names are read out of the Old Bromsgrovians
who attended school in Llanwrtyd and who died in the war. Andrew Campbell read the
lesson and presented the wreath at the Memorial in town.

FORTHCOMING OB EVENTS
Thursday 4th February 2016
Donors’ Lunch
Tuesday 9th February 2016 	OB and Current Pupils’ Speed Networking Event
Thursday 10th March 2016
The Seventh Annual Foundation Lecture
Thursday 21st April 2016		Sir Thomas Cookes Legacy Society Lunch
Saturday 23rd April 2016		Call My Wine Bluff event in the Dining Hall
Saturday 10th September 2016 1960-1969 Leavers’ Reunion
Saturday 1st October 2016
2006 Leavers’ Reunion
For more information about any of these events please contact Megan Griffiths or
Jenny Bossard in the Alumni Office.
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Forthcoming Events 2015
November

Monday 9th November 		Ski Trip Information Evening, Prep parents, Cobham Hall, 7.00pm
Tuesday 10th November 		
Year 2 WW2 Assembly, Pre-Prep, 9.15am
Tuesday 10th November 		
Year 6 Parent Consultation Evenings (6SMC and 6MM), Cobham Hall, 6.00pm-8.00pm
Tuesday 10th November 		
French Trip Information Evening, Year 6 parents, Maple Hall, 5.30pm-6.00pm
Thursday 12th November
Year 6 Parent Consultation Evening (6SC and 6CW), Cobham Hall, 6.00pm-8.00pm
Thursday 12th November
French Trip Information Evening, Year 6 parents, Maple Hall, 5.30pm-6.00pm
Wednesday 18th November 	UIV Parents’ Evening, Sports Hall, 6.15pm-8.30pm
Thursday 19th November
Prep House Singing Final, Routh Hall, Time TBA
Thursday 19th November 	Meeting of School Parents’ Association Liaison Committee, Cookes Room, 7.30pm/7.45pm
Saturday 21st November 		Cookes House 50th Reunion from 11.00am
Tuesday 24th November 		Informal Concert, Old Chapel, 5.30pm
Wednesday 25th November
Pre-Prep PA Meeting, 7.30pm
Thursday 26th November 	Next Step Conference, LVI parents, LRC, 7.30pm
Friday 27th November 		
2nd Grades published, Senior School parents, Parent Portal, 5.00pm
Sunday 29th November 		Advent Carol Service, Memorial Chapel, 5.30pm

December

Wednesday 2nd December
Tea and Carols, Old Chapel, 4.00pm
Thursday 3rd December 		
Prep School Junior Christmas Concert, Cobham Hall, 3.00pm
Tuesday 8th December 		
Devised Performances GCSE Unit 1a and A2 Unit 3, Drama Studio, 7.00pm
Friday 11th December 		
Year 3 Woodland Walk Art Exhibition, Maple Hall, from 2.30pm
Friday 11th December 		
Prep School Senior Christmas Concert, Cobham Hall, 7.00pm
Saturday 12th December
Festive Ladies’ Lunch, Hospitality Suite 12.00pm
Monday 14th December 		
Pre-Prep PA Christmas Shopping Event, 8.30am-11.30am
Monday 14th December 		Senior School Christmas Concert, Routh Hall, 7.00pm
Tuesday 15th December 		Mulled Wine & Mince Pies, TC parents, Thomas Cookes
Wednesday 16th December 	Christmas Carol Services in the Memorial Chapel: Prep 12.00pm; Senior 2.00pm/3.15pm

