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A word from the Headmaster
Four Myths About Academic Success
If the pupils pictured above look ever so
slightly proud, they have good cause.
Each has been awarded an Academic
Scholarship following their spectacular
GCSE results over the summer. The photo
captures a broad cross-section of our
students, yet myths still abound about what
it takes to succeed academically. Let me
debunk a few:
1. Scholars Are Naturally Talented
Nobody is a born mathematician, linguist
or writer. In 30 years of teaching I’ve met
plenty of gifted students but their true
talents are usually perseverance, selfdiscipline, curiosity and a willingness to
take intellectual risks. Crediting success
to somebody’s genes insults their
determination and hard graft.

2. Exam Success Is A Matter Of Chance
If good grades require good luck, let’s give
up studying and all buy lottery tickets. I
never wish students good luck as they
leave for examinations, I wish them the
success that they deserve as a result of
careful preparation. As the old aphorism
goes, it’s funny how the luckiest people are
also the most hard-working.
3. Race, Gender, Birth Order Give An
Intellectual Edge
“Exams are easier for you – you’re a girl /
Chinese / only child etc.” What nonsense.
Stereotypes like that conveniently ignore
the real reasons for academic excellence
and give an excuse for those who aren’t in
a select group to give up.

For proof that anyone can achieve
regardless of skin colour, family size,
Y chromosome or any other criteria, look
again at the photo above.
4. We Buy In Brains
Despite the fiction that Bromsgrove has
a huge war chest with which we
buy-in talent, we offer very few academic
scholarships and the amounts involved are
nominal. Indeed, the pupils pictured above
have received entirely honorary awards.
We don’t need to lure great minds to the
School, they already seek us out because
of our proud academic reputation. More
importantly though, every mind is great –
it just needs unleashing.
Peter Clague
HEADMASTER
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Results 2015
Bromsgrove School has maintained its
impressive average of recent years with
pupils achieving 85% of grades at A*B. Of its 174 A level students, 10 scored
more than 5 A grades, 25 gained more
than 4 A grades and a of third students
scored at least 3 A grades. This comes
against the backdrop of a nationwide
drop in top grade A level passes.
These superb results come on top of the
wonderful IB results achieved earlier in
the Summer which saw Bromsgrovians
achieve an average score of 39 with
Teresa Heidland scoring an outstanding
45 and Ellie Saker scoring 44. 35% of
the total cohort scored at least 40 points
with the group achieving an A level
equivalent of 86% A*- B.
In BTEC Sport all but two of the 41
BTEC grades achieved a Distinction
star (D*), equivalent to an A* grade at
A level.
Meanwhile the Lower Sixth year
group proved to be the ones to watch
by matching the School’s best ever
performance in their intermediate AS
exams.
And at GCSE 30% of all results were at
grades A*, 61% at A*/A and 85% at
A* to B. In the core subjects of English,
Mathematics and the Sciences, all
pupils sat the more challenging IGCSE
and in IGCSE Maths, 70% of the 200
candidates gained A* and A grades.
Headmaster Peter Clague said he is
very proud of the maintenance of such
high levels of academic success in light
of the national tightening of standards.
He commented, “Rigour builds trust
in our qualifications system and it is
particularly pleasing that students
continue to excel in a more challenging
regime”.
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Tours
Three major tours took place over the
summer.
Rugby Tour
Pupils and staff visited Singapore and
Australia for a Rugby tour. The
19-day trip visited Singapore, Brisbane,
Toowoomba, Tangalooma, Melbourne
and Sydney with matches played
against high-profile schools and district
teams at each destination. The group
also managed to spend a day on the
beach, went on a desert safari, fed
wild dolphins and had great fun sandsurfing. In Sydney they enjoyed a jet
boat ride around the famous harbour
and watched an NRL match at the
ANZ stadium.
Biologists visit Tanzania
Thirty-one pupils embarked on a
cultural experience to Arusha, Tanzania.
They spent the first few days with the
Maasai, Hadzabe and Datoga tribes,
learning their ways of life and survival.
Then they ventured on a few days of
safari in Ngorongoro, Tarangire and
Lake Manyara, seeing over 25 different
animals. Finally they finished at the
Good Hope Orphanage where pupils
and teachers painted classrooms,
planted trees and played football with
the children. Last year the School raised
money for the orphanage which used
the funds to build a library. A truly
unforgettable experience in a magical
part of the world.
CCF visit to KwaZulu-Natal
CCF Cadets and staff embarked on a three-week expedition of a lifetime to some of
the remotest areas of KwaZulu-Natal in South Africa. The aim of the expedition was
to give the cadets an opportunity to develop self-reliance and resilience whilst
learning about the culture and history of South Africa. The experience was truly
life-changing for the cadets who had their ingenuity and resilience tested as they
prepared and cooked meals for 20 people over an open fire, shared a hut/tent
with several other people, repaired gutters, painted walls, replaced window panes,
navigated in unfamiliar terrain, socialised without social media, tried new and
exotic dishes, learnt a new language and entertained small children. As well as an
environmental phase and a tour of the Zulu War Battlefields, the participants also
completed their DofE Gold Expedition. They experienced some spectacular wild
camping opportunities in the Drakensberg Mountains and spent many hours lying
outside at night enjoying the unspoilt views of the Milky Way as jackals howled in
the distance. Having spent so long in the wilder areas of the country the cadets
were treated to a final day on the Durban beach front before the long trip home.
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Dramatic Debut

Making Bromsgrove’s official Edinburgh
Fringe Festival debut, a talented cast
of ten Sixth Form students performed
‘Lear Inc.’ with great success. Their
energy was matched by absolute
professionalism on stage and off,
making Mrs James and Mrs McKee

immensely proud of how much their
acting skills developed over the six
performances.
With over 3000 other shows at the
Fringe, the week wasn’t spent solely on
stage; mornings were spent flyering on

the Royal Mile, with our cast quickly
becoming marketing experts, and
evenings spent consuming plays,
musicals, seeing comedians, cabarets
and some even taking part in a ceilidh.
Overall an amazing experience for all
involved.
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Wakeboarding
Mitchell Wise finished 5th in the UK National Wakeboarding Championships and 11th in Europe where team GB took
Silver for the third consecutive year.

Football
Daisy Clements has been selected
for U15 England Football trials.
Daisy, who is in Year 7, currently
plays for Birmingham City Academy.
The trials take place at Stafford
Football Club in October.

Athletics
Candise Lockett has had a busy summer which saw her throw a personal best of
50.95m in the Hammer at the England Athletics U15 / U17 Championships at
Bedford International Stadium. She made the final and finished 7th overall out of 22
girls.
Meanwhile Abbie Saker has qualified to compete in the British Triathlon Youth Elite
Super Series.
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Ski
Siena Horton has been selected to
represent GBR with the British Ski and
Snowboard Youth Alpine Team at the
international races scheduled in
Andorra from 23rd-29th January 2016.

Golf
Lawrence Hill has qualified for the
Junior European Golf Open. His
qualification prize includes the week’s
accommodation, all green fees and a
presentation dinner. The finals will be
held in Estepona in Spain in
December.

European Languages Day
Prep School pupils enjoyed a special themed lunch to celebrate the European Day of Languages.
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Economics
Hanna Tyvonyuk, Joanna Zada, Isabella
Pop and Marija Vasurkina visited
Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge
for a ‘Women in Economics’ day.
Attending lectures on issues such as
the UK economy, the enlightenment
period, feminism and the industrial
revolution, development economics
and welfare indicators as well as a
debate on which are the best countries
for females to live in. The afternoon
session included lectures from some
of the most senior economists in the
country including Kate Barker – Former
Member of the Bank of England’s
Monetary Policy Committee, Liam
Halligan - Economics Columnist for The
Sunday Telegraph, Vicky Pryce - Former
joint head of the Government Economic
Service; author of Greekonomics, and
finally, Victoria Bateman - Cambridge
Economist and feminist.

Starpack
Graphic design students undertook
the Starpack Design competition in
which they were challenged to design
a product that combined a range of
gifts. Designers were encouraged to be
commercially creative whilst considering
visual appeal and product experience.
Entrants were judged by leading
product and technical developers of
some of the most prestigious brands in
the business.
Pattarada (Sunny) Prakaisriroj was
awarded Bronze and the Judges
commented that her submission
‘demonstrates a high level
understanding of the design process
and clear technical designs’.
Holly Peplow was Commended and
the judges commented that hers was
‘an inspiring mood board and a clear
demonstration of design evolution and
development’.

Both of the girls attended the Starpack
Awards Ceremony at The National Space
Centre in Leicester where the day’s
programme was aimed at recognising
and celebrating innovation in packaging
design and technology.
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Geography
Upper Fourth Geographers travelled
to a sunny, but chilly, Carding Mill
Valley near Church Stretton, Shropshire
to take part in a field day. Pupils
undertook a river study to explore
how channel characteristics change
with movement downstream. They
investigated cross-sectional area, bed
load characteristics and the velocity
of the river and completed a range
of tasks ranging from field sketching
to completing a conflict matrix and
landscape evaluations. It was a really
enjoyable day for both pupils and staff
and allowed first-hand experience of
practical geography studies.

DofE Expedition
Early in the summer holidays, thirty-six
Lower Sixth pupils embarked on their
qualifying expedition for the Gold DofE
Award. Day one saw all groups
successfully navigate their way through
misty clouds over the peak of Snowdon.
This was followed by three glorious days
of sunshine, high levels of water
consumption, relentless sun cream
application and a constant battle with
midges as the participants collectively
trekked over 2000 kilometres through
the rugged Welsh terrain.

Help for Heroes
Help
The CCF set out under wet skies to
marshal the ‘Help for Heroes Charity
Walk’ in Malvern. The cadets had
responsibility for marshalling the main
crossings at Hollybush Hill, British
Camp and Wyche Cutting. Despite
a biblical downpour, the cadets
remained in good spirits and cheered
the walkers along.
Later in the afternoon, a number
of cadets went up onto the hills to
help a struggling walker down. As
the day ended they were thanked,
and congratulated, by the Mayor of
Malvern.
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Roman Visit
The Roman soldier Titus Iustus came
to talk to Year 5. They learned about
life in the Roman army and took part
in weapons practice and drill.

Wyre Forest
Year 1 enjoyed an excellent outdoors day in the Wyre Forest. They identified the trees and used their senses to explore the
environment. They were able to spot birds and squirrels and they learned about the songs of native birds. The day was
rounded off with a race to find the hidden woodland animals and the hidden acorns.
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London Concert
Jude Wynter and Joshua Osborn-Patel were both chosen to play at the Southbank Centre in August at the London premiere of
Across the Distance for 64 horns by John Luther Adams, which was part of David Byrne’s Meltdown Festival.

Evacuees
Year 2 pupils were evacuated by
steam train to rural Highley as part
of their topic ‘We’ll Meet Again’. They
participated in various activities
relating to life on the home front. They
took cover in an Anderson shelter
during an ‘air raid’, carried out
household duties in a WW2 parlour,
made rag rugs and played classic
Wartime games such as beetle drive,
tiddlywinks and marbles. To keep
their spirits up the children sang
wartime songs on the train home.
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BIST News

Memorial Service for Khun Thiti
It was with great sadness that the staff and Governors of Bromsgrove School learned of the recent passing of Khun Thiti,
Chairman of Governors at Bromsgrove International School Thailand (BIST). We have known Khun Thiti as a man of great
vision, educational passion and ready humour and hospitality; his loss is keenly felt.
Those of us who have visited Thailand over the years have always felt the warmth of Khun Thiti’s welcome and been
impressed by his energy and drive.
We send to his immediate family, his fellow Governors and to the wider School community our heartfelt
condolences.
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Bromsgrovian News

OB Reunion
Over 85 Old Bromsgrovians returned to School early in September for a special gathering. All of the attendees had left the
School prior to 1960, and for some it had been 50 years since they had been back to Bromsgrove.
Guests were welcomed with a service in the Memorial Chapel, complete with Chapel Choir. The group also went on a tour
of the School with current pupils, enjoyed reminiscing with their contemporaries over lunch and were thrilled with a rugby
game - watching from the sidelines as Bromsgrove beat Warwick School 54-0.

Ladies’
Lunch
The Foundation Ladies’ Lunch brings
together female Alumni, Parents, Staff
and Friends of the School and we are
delighted to welcome Sally-Ann Hales
QC as our guest speaker on Saturday,
12th December.

Sally-Ann Hales, QC

Sally-Ann was called to the Bar in 1988
and appointed Queen’s Counsel in 2012.

In 2013 she was elected QC
Representative of the Criminal Bar
Association. As a Recorder, Sally-Ann
sits in the Crown Court for up to 10
weeks a year, and works full-time in
private practice as a barrister.
Tickets are £15 per person, which
includes reception drinks and a threecourse lunch. The reception will take
place from 12noon at Bromsgrove
School, followed by lunch at 12.30pm.
To reserve your place, please contact
Megan Griffiths:
mgriffiths@bromsgrove-school.co.uk
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Forthcoming Events 2015
October

Monday 5th October 		
Pre-Prep & Prep PA Macmillan Coffee Morning, Hospitality Suite, 3.00pm
Tuesday 6th October 		
Cheese & Wine Evening, TC parents, Thomas Cookes
Thursday 8th October 		Informal Concert, Old Chapel, 5.30pm
Saturday 17th October 		
Pre-Prep PA Barn Dance, Pre-Prep parents, 5.00pm-8.00pm
Tuesday 20th October 		
House Song, The Arena, 3.45pm
Tuesday 20th October 		
Year 7L Parent Consultation Evening, parents of Year 7L, Cobham Hall, 6.00pm-8.00pm
Thursday 22nd October 		
Year 3 Strings Presentation, Routh Hall, 4.00pm
Thursday 22nd October 		
Year 7R Parent Consultation Evening, Cobham Hall, 6.00pm-8.00pm

November

Monday 9th November 		Ski Trip Information Evening, Prep parents, Cobham Hall, 7.00pm
Tuesday 10th November 		
Year 2 WW2 Assembly, Pre-Prep, 9.15am
Tuesday 10th November 		
Year 6 Parent Consultation Evenings (6SMC and 6MM), Cobham Hall, 6.00pm-8.00pm
Tuesday 10th November 		
French Trip Information Evening, Year 6 parents, Maple Hall, 5.30pm-6.00pm
Thursday 12th November
Year 6 Parent Consultation Evening (6SC and 6CW), Cobham Hall, 6.00pm-8.00pm
Thursday 12th November
French Trip Information Evening, Year 6 parents, Maple Hall, 5.30pm-6.00pm
Wednesday 18th November 	UIV Parents’ Evening, Sports Hall, 6.15pm-8.30pm
Thursday 19th November
Prep House Singing Final, Routh Hall, Time TBA
Thursday 19th November 	Meeting of School Parents’ Association Liaison Committee, Cookes Room, 7.30pm/7.45pm
Tuesday 24th November 		Informal Concert, Old Chapel, 5.30pm
Wednesday 25th November
Pre-Prep PA Meeting, 7.30pm
Thursday 26th November 	Next Step Conference, LVI parents, LRC, 7.30pm
Friday 27th November 		
2nd Grades published, Senior School parents, Parent Portal, 5.00pm
Sunday 29th November 		Advent Carol Service, Memorial Chapel, 5.30pm

December

Wednesday 2nd December
Tea and Carols, Old Chapel, 4.00pm
Thursday 3rd December 		
Prep School Junior Christmas Concert, Cobham Hall, 3.00pm
Tuesday 8th December 		
Devised Performances GCSE Unit 1a and A2 Unit 3, Drama Studio, 7.00pm
Friday 11th December 		
Year 3 Woodland Walk Art Exhibition, Maple Hall, from 2.30pm
Friday 11th December 		
Prep School Senior Christmas Concert, Cobham Hall, 7.00pm
Monday 14th December 		
Pre-Prep PA Christmas Shopping Event, 8.30am-11.30am
Monday 14th December 		Senior School Christmas Concert, Routh Hall, 7.00pm
Tuesday 15th December 		Mulled Wine & Mince Pies, TC parents, Thomas Cookes
Wednesday 16th December 	Christmas Carol Services in the Memorial Chapel: Prep 12.00pm; Senior 2.00pm/3.15pm

