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A Word from the Headmaster
Do you know what a murmuration is?
.(my spellchecker doesn’t). Even if not,
it’s likely you would recognize one.
Either through personal experience or by
having watched a David Attenborough
special on TV. It is the breath-taking
moment when a large flock of birds,
most commonly starlings, rise as one
and fly in complete unison. Darting
back and forth as if they were a single
entity, without so much as an individual
bird crashing into another. Spectacular
to witness, defying gravity as they twist
and turn in absolute harmony.

Equally spectacular, very reminiscent
of a murmuration themselves, are our
U15A Netball team. They too move
in absolute harmony, each completely
confident of where the others will be
at any moment as they dart across
the court. To watch them play is to
experience the synchronicity of a ballet
in which the choreography is everchanging. The entire team moves as
one, flocking from offence to defence
without missing a beat. Although
comprised of some outstanding players,
their play transcends individual talent.

They are, in the truest sense of the
word, a team.
And as of today, they are also National
Champions and winners of the
Independent Schools Cup.
Peter Clague
Headmaster
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National Netball Champs
Congratulations to the U15 netball team who played against the Grammar School at Leeds in the Independent Schools National Final at Redbridge Sports Centre, Ilford. This was the first of two national finals the team have qualified for. To everyone’s great delight they emerged as National Champions in this tournament.
As expected the match was a very closely fought affair, the game ebbed and flowed with both sides taking the initiative
during the first three quarters but the real drama was saved until the final quarter. Bromsgrove were leading by 6 goals at
the start of this period, but determined play from Leeds saw them claw back the deficit and with 90 seconds to go, the score
was tied 33-33. We then lost our captain, Kitty Luscumbe, to injury and with the ball in the hands of Leeds they were now
favourites to win the title. However, a great interception and some slick passing allowed Katie Morrice the space to shoot
the winning goal with just 10 seconds left on the clock. An outstanding effort from the whole team gave them the national
crown.
The team: Freya Harper, Emily Clark, Ruby Hanke, Corey McGLynn, Hannah Sahota, Imogen Vaughan- Hawkins,
Kitty Luscombe, Kate Morrice, Katie Burke, Hannah Pover and Katie Ranger.

NatWest Rugby
Commiserations to the 1st XV rugby
squad who played in the semi-finals of
the NatWest Cup. After an impressive
winning streak in the run-up to the
semi final match, the team lost 41-19 to
Bishop Wordsworth Grammar School.
Having held the national title for two
years we had much to live up to, but
with many of the more experienced
players leaving last summer, this was
largely a new team. They defied all
the odds to reach the semis, and the
performance they put on in that match
was admirable. Well done to them all.
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Jude Wins
Bromsgrove School hosts the prestigious Bromsgrove International Musicians’ Competition, which now includes a
separate platform for young musicians. Now in its second year, the Young Musicians’ Platform competition took place
over half term, with final performances held in the Chapel. We are delighted that our own pupil, Jude Wynter, was this
year’s overall winner. Supremely talented and adept on a number of instruments, Jude won against a very skilful field.
Another of our talented muscians, Joshua Osborn-Patel, also competed in the preliminary rounds, but did not make it
through to the final.

WWF Day
World Wildlife Day is a day for all of
us to think about the impact we are
having on the amazing environment
that we ourselves rely on to survive. The
day was recognised for the first time
at Bromsgrove in an event organised
and run by Lower Sixth pupil Nikita
Bedov. The day’s events included a
presentation with guest speakers who
brought some animals from a local
rescue centre. Pupils from Prep and
Senior School joined together to listen
to the talks and were allowed to handle
some of the rescued animals.
Well done to NIkita for organising such
a worthwhile event, it was a great
success and was enjoyed by all the
students.
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Doris Storms In
Geography students took the
opportunity to study weather systems
first hand when Storm Doris raged
around the area. The School’s weather
station (kindly donated by the PA)
recorded wind speeds that had never
been witnessed in recent history with
gusts of over 59mph. Miss Diver used
the half hourly data feeds from the
weather station to link the weather
experienced in Bromsgrove to the
weather bomb that was causing havoc
in the local area and further afield in
The UK.
The ITV Central news team responded
to one our enthusiastic tweets and sent
in a film crew to record pupils studying
the effects of the weather – pupils and
staff enjoyed watching themselves
back on the news later.

Vintage Marmite
Marmite Gifted and Talented students
met up for a night of pizza, movie
watching and discussion. This term
the IVth and Vth Form theme has been
‘Are You Joking?’, celebrating and
analysing humour as a case study in

exclusion and inclusion. VIth Formers
have nearly completed their ‘Nature
and Culture’ course, having moved
from Shakespeare to dystopian science
fiction.

Planning has already begun for the
biggest Marmite Mini ComicCon yet in
June, which will include Year 7 and 8
students and returning OBs.
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Cadets Shoot
Four cadet volunteers took part in a
morning of shooting, where they were
given one-to-one coaching at the
Army Reserve Centre indoor range.
The cadets were introduced to safe
handling of a rifle, the marksmanship
principles and enjoyed a tour of the
main building.
Their standard of shooting
dramatically improved as they took
on-board their coaches’ advice.
During the next session they will be
shooting for a recognised badge.

Botanical Art
Year 7 went on an inspiring art trip to the Botanical Gardens where they sketched images from the botanical flowers, plants
and leaves. The drawings will become an integral part of their current textile project.
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Siena Horton
Congratulations to Siena who is now the U16 National Slalom Champion and the
U16 English National Champion for 2017. Siena competed against 40 hopefuls
in the English Alpine Championships in Bormio, Italy, over half term, winning the
Slalom and coming second in the Giant Slalom.

EPQ FGM
In February the world recognized an
International Zero Tolerance Day for
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM). Funbi
Akinsanya had chosen FGM as her EPQ
(Extended Project Qualification) topic
after having watched a TED talk about a
woman who had suffered this abuse at
the age of six.
Funbi gave an outstanding presentation
to pupils and staff on her findings to
educate about this taboo and difficult
subject. It is estimated that more than
200 million girls and women alive
today have undergone female genital
mutilation in the countries where the
practice is concentrated. We are very
grateful for Funbi’s excellent and
informative presentation, and her
message to all of us that we need to
raise awareness to stop this terrible
practice.

Triathlon
Well done to William Pridden for
winning the West Midlands Triathlon
series for TS1 age group.
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Playground

Fencing

The PA opened the new play area for Pre-School. This project has been
funded by the PA and so we thank all parents who have contributed their time
to organise and attend PA events in order to raise funds. The children are
thoroughly enjoying the play equipment and it will be a great asset to children
who attend Pre-School and Holiday Club.

Congratulations to Sam Sung
who became West Midlands foil
champion. He won all of his pool
matches to qualify as top seed. In
the knockout round he comfortably
won his quarter final and semi-final
before winning 10-4 in the final.

Oxbridge
Well done to the following pupils on
securing Oxbridge offers:
Cambridge
Iuliia Gurevych, Economics, Trinity
College
Samuel Phillips, Engineering, Queens’
College
Echo Wang, HSPS, Homerton College
Oxford
Emily Whittle, English, Lady Margaret
Hall
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IB Study London
IB Geographers enjoyed a busy day in
London. The focus of the day was to
investigate inequality and regeneration.
The group visited the Isle of Dogs,
Canary Wharf and The Olympic Park;
in each area they evaluated the
regeneration technique and discussed
the social and environmental issues
facing the contrasting areas.
The highlight of the day was seeing
the view of London from the top of the
Orbit in the Olympic park on a gloriously
sunny day, which helped to put the
urban models and issues they have
studied into context. The group was
led by Bob Digby a former president
of the Geographical Association and a
chief examiner. He complimented the
group on their excellent geographical
knowledge and also their enthusiasm
after a 5.30am start.

Chicken News
After the success of last year’s
competition, the Chicken kit car team
are now stripping down the kit car in
preparation for a re-build ahead of the
2017 season.

Sewing
Year 7 are putting the beautiful new
sewing machines to good use by making
some gorgeous machine embroideries.
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Show Jumping
Well done to our Equestrian team who competed in the NSEA County Show Jumping competition. The NSEA, established in
1991, is the recognised body for equestrianism in schools throughout the UK, providing intra and inter-schools competitions
for team and individual riders. The team of Emily Gieron, Shawni McColgan, Chloe Derbyshire and Issy Walters all did
extremely well with Chloe being placed 6th in both the individual 90cm and 100cm competitions. Issy had a fast clear
round in the 80cm class of 45 riders, and was placed 8th overall on her pony, Joe’s Lad.

D of E
Twelve members of the CCF
travelled to Snowdonia to complete
their D of E practice expeditions.
A mixed bag of weather included
snow and wind but despite the
conditions, our intrepid squad
battled on in good spirits. On the
final day they took part in some
extra activities in preparation for the
multi-activity expedition they will be
undertaking in South Africa in the
summer holidays.
This practice expedition has proven
to them all that they are more than
capable of dealing with anything
the final expedition might throw at
them.
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Space Kids
Year 2 enjoyed an exciting rocketthemed day when they made and
launched their own air-compressed
rockets, which all reached spectacular
heights. Later in the day they learned
more about space technology,
explored ‘space’ artefacts and tasted
astronaut ice-cream.

IFS
Well done to Joyce Lee, Amanda
Wu, Tiffany Tan and Amy Ying who
have made it through to the semifinal of the ifs Student Investor
Challenge. Having finished 156th in
the combined Active and Strategic
league table in the first round,
their team is now down to the top
500 teams out of nearly 6500 who
entered.

Outdoor Maths
Year 6 took part in a fun maths
lesson in the open air, learning how
to do co-ordinates using chalk and
patio slabs, and dice to generate
co-ordinates. The pupils had to
direct their partners to the correct
spot using their knowledge of coordinates and this was followed up
in the computer room using special
programmes.
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Ladies Who Lunch

FOUNDATION LADIES’ LUNCH, Saturday, 22nd April
11.45am Reception Drinks, 12.15pm Lunch, Hospitality Suite at Bromsgrove School
Our next Ladies’ Lunch takes place on Saturday 22nd April. This event brings together female alumni, parents, staff and
friends of the school and we are delighted to welcome our Assistant Pastoral Head, Catherine Maund, as guest speaker.
Catherine wiil retire in July, having started her teaching career at Bromsgrove School in September 1981. When she began
as a teacher of Biology, there was still one year group (Fifth Form) which was all boys and, with two other lady members of
staff joining at the same time, the total number of female teaching staff doubled to six. In her time in the School, she was
the first tutor in Mary Windsor House, introduced girls’ Hockey and girls’ Cricket, was the only female member of staff in the
Expedition Club (E Club), worked as Head of Sixth Form and was part of the Marketing and Admissions team, served with
the School CCF, ran Thomas Cookes House for fifteen years and most recently has been Assistant Pastoral Head and the
School’s Designated Safeguarding Lead.
Tickets are £22 per person, which includes reception drinks and a three-course lunch. The reception will take place at
11.45am at Bromsgrove School, followed by lunch at 12.15pm. To reserve your place, you can now book and pay online –
please visit https://www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk/whats-on.aspx and click the ‘Foundation Ladies’ Lunch’ tab.
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Prep Netball
The U13 and U12 netball teams played
in the IAPS Regional netball tournament
at Uppingham School.
The U12 team played steady, solid
netball all day to beat every team in
their group and make it through to
their group final where they were up
against Foremarke Hall. Sadly they
lost this match, but they then had the
opportunity to qualify for the National
Finals as third placed team. They
played the 3rd / 4th place match
against St Mary’s Hall and won with a
score of 8-4. Congratulations to the
girls on securing the regional bronze
medal position and a place at the
National Finals.

Cultures Concert

After a nervous start the U13 girls
made it through to the play off match in
their group, which they played against
Northampton. The match went goal for
goal until the final whistle with a score
of 8-8. The match then went to Golden
Goal, with the first to score winning.
The match finally went to Northampton.

PSHEE
Well done to Year 8 pupils Nell Stone and Eloise Robbins for their power
point presentation which clearly demonstrated their understanding about
consent; No Means No. The whole year group undertook a task to produce a
presentation suitable for pupils of their own age about respecting the rights of
others, communication, negotiation and considering the freedom and capacity
of others to make choices. Nell and Eloise’s presentation was chosen as the
winning entry and they were each presented with a voucher by PC Neil Sharpe
from North Worcestershire Youth Engagement & Cadet Team.

School Magazine
The latest edition of 201 – the first
anniversary issue - is now available
to read on the website. Thank you to
all pupils who have contributed over
the last year. The prompt for the next
edition is “Should we fit in?”
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IOSH
Congratulations to the nine members of the estates team and the head groundsman who attended a four day IOSH Managing
Safely course. The course is designed for competent persons to understand risks in the workplace and how to manage and
create work-related risk assessments. To achieve certification for this nationally recognised qualification, the team had to
complete a piece of coursework and sit an exam at the end of the four days.

Book Learning
Pre-Prep celebrated World Book Day
with a visit from an author and a pirate.
Cat Weatherill, author and storyteller,
enthralled each year group with a
different magical story and activities.
She also brought some wonderful
musical instruments to accompany the
stories and bring them alive.
Pirate Neil was recruiting for a new
pirate crew to undertake a dangerous
sea voyage to find the stolen Princess’s
mermaid’s tail. The starfish, crab and
dolphin teams battled for the honour of
joining the pirate crew and the dolphins
were delighted to be chosen.
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Senior House
Music
There was a wonderful array of musical
talent performing in a revised House
Music Competition. The Ensemble
Category saw 55 performers taking part
and we heard performances from each
House by varied groups, including vocal
ensembles, piano duets and trios as
well as a ‘world premiere’ performance
of an Argentine tango for three violins
and bass clarinet. The Solo Category in
the evening was equally well attended
and featured eleven excellent soloists.
The whole competition was fiercely
contested and was won by Lupton’s
Jazz Band (Ensemble) and French horn
player Joshua Osborn-Patel (Lupton) in
the Solo Category.

U13 Hockey
The U13A hockey team travelled to
Repton School to contest the North
and Midlands IAPS qualifier. Their
qualifying group included strong
hockey schools such as Foremarke
Hall, Bilton Grange and Dean Close,
all of whom have been National
Champions in the last four years.
After some tough matches our team
played the 3rd / 4th place match
against Bilton Grange and finished in
bronze medal position overall, which
secured them qualification for the
National Finals. Well done to the
players: James Doohan-Smith, Toby
Hill, Stuart Shannon, Oliver Brown,
Charlie Bridgewater, Elliot Willetts,
Maxim Edger, Ben Whitby, Leo
Mellor, Kian Lau
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Prep House Music
The annual Bromsgrove Prep School House Music Competition Final was held in Housman Room which proved to be a small
but perfect venue. The competition demonstrated the wealth of talent of our Prep musicians who received valuable feedback
from the school’s Assistant Director of Music, Richard Knight, who was adjudicator for the afternoon.
Vincent Li ( Telford) was the overall winner showing great musical maturity in his performance of Liszt’s ‘ Liebestraum’.
Telford was the overall winning House.
Category winners: Woodwind: Ricky Xu ( Boulton) Clarinet; Strings: Keira Sehdeva (Watt) Violin; Piano: Izzy Scott ( Telford);
Voice: Lucy Trigg (Darby); Brass: Sophia Meadows (Telford) Trumpet; Percussion: Elyzia Wong ( Boulton) Xylophone.

Cultures Concert
The inaugural Cultures Connect
Concert was an outstanding success,
showcasing performances from around
the globe. The organising committee
was entirely pupil-led, and they were
determined to create a rich display of
cultural talent from the School’s student
body, who come from over 45 different
nationalities.
Members of the audience were painted
with the flags of their home nation,
while they enjoyed an eclectic mix
of Russian rap, Chinese violin, and
German festival songs. An emotional
Russian poem, read aloud beautifully,
proved that understanding a language
was not necessary to move an
audience.
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Chamber Day
There was a wonderful day of musicmaking by Prep and Senior pupils,
together with some invited pupils from
Winterfold. Twenty-three musicians
formed into five quartets and a trio,
working on a range of repertoire
with members of our string teaching
department. Rehearsals and coaching
sessions took place all day as pupils
prepared for their performances at the
informal concert in the Memorial Chapel
at the end of the workshop. The concert
included repertoire by Tartini, Handel,
Purcell, Mozart, Beethoven, Elgar, Hook,
Vivaldi and Corelli; all performed by the
newly formed chamber groups as well as
the junior and senior string orchestras.

Commedia
Drama students welcomed Didi
Hopkins, the country’s foremost
practitioner of Commedia, to
Bromsgrove. Didi spent time with
more than 50 drama students over
four sessions, training them in
the use of masks, the creation of
character and improvisation. Didi is
regularly in demand as a Commedia
adviser to the RSC and the National
Theatre. Didi was accompanided
by Elliott Ross, an actor who is a
specialist in clowning and physical
theatre. The workshops culminated
in pupils creating short improvised
performances.

Go Dutch
We were delighted to invite
representatives from the top six
Dutch Universities to Bromsgrove.
Interested pupils attended a
presentation in the LRC about
studying in the Netherlands and had
the chance to speak directly with the
representatives.
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Bromsgrovian News
Subscription
Street
Since graduating from Loughborough
University, best friends Amy Harris (Hz
06-11) and Charlotte Slaney-Smith (Hz
09-11) have co-founded Subscription
Street - the UK’s first non-affiliate
e-commerce website solely dedicated to
selling subscription boxes.
Through Subscription Street, Amy and
Charlotte are passionate about creating
more moments of happiness, whether
this be through receiving a monthly
subscription of your favourite ground of
coffee in the post, or by sending a loved
one a gift subscription of Gin and Tonic.
You can find out more on their website:
www.subscriptionstreet.com

Eighth Annual
Foundation
Lecture
The School was delighted to welcome so
many parents, Old Bromsgrovians and
guests to the annual Foundation Lecture
on Thursday, 2nd March.
With gracious thanks to Old Bromsgrovian
and Foundation Trustee Mark Escolme for
being host member at the RAC Club, and
to guest speaker Vice-Admiral Ben Key
CBE for a superb talk about his journey
from Bromsgrove to the Royal Navy.

Future OB Events
Tuesday 21st March	Old Bromsgrovian Golf v School, Blackwell Golf Club, 2.00pm
Thursday 27th April
Appreciation Lunch for Donors and Legacy Society Members
Saturday 1st July	Old Bromsgrovian Marquee at Commem
Saturday 9th September 1970-1979 Leavers’ Reunion
For more information about any of these events please contact Megan Griffiths or Jenny Bossard in the Alumni Office.
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Forthcoming Events 2017
March

Tuesday 14th 		
Pre-Prep Year 2 Assembly for Parents, 9.15am
Tuesday 14th 		
Prep Parents’ Evening with Subject Teachers, 6.00pm-8.30pm
Wednesday 15th
Pre-Prep Year 2 Assembly for Parents, 9.15am
Friday 17th 		
Lupton PA Open Mic Night, Hospitality Suite, 7.30pm
Monday 20th 		
Prep Charities Week
Tuesday 21st 		Golf v Old Bromsgrovians, Blackwell Golf Club, 2.00pm
Wednesday 22nd 	Rosslyn Park Rugby 7s (1st)
Thursday 23rd 		
Rosslyn Park Rugby 7s (U14)
Thursday 23rd		
Years 6-8 Informal Concert, Old Chapel, 4.30pm
Friday 24th 		
Rosslyn Park Rugby 7s (U13A)
Friday 24th 		
Jazz Gig, Hospitality Suite, 7.00pm
Sunday 26th 		
Mothering Sunday Service, Memorial Chapel, 10.30am
Wednesday 29th		
Prep Easter Service, Memorial Chapel, 8.30am. All welcome
Wednesday 29th
Term Ends

April

Tuesday 4th to 		
Bromsgrove International Musicians Competition, Routh Hall
Saturday 8th		Bromsgrove International Musicians Competition, Routh Hall
Tuesday 18th		
Young Enterprise Spring Trade Fair, Webbs of Wychbold
Thursday 27th		
Appreciation Lunch for Donors and Legacy Society members, 12.00 noon – 3.00pm

