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A word from the Headmaster
Wonderland
“The stage is a magic circle where only
the most real things happen…
A truer and more real place does not
exist in all the universe.”
So wrote P.S. Baber, who could easily
just have witnessed the spectacle of
our Year 8 performance of “Alice”
when he did. Audiences go to the
theatre for their own enjoyment
and rightly so. They expect to be
transported, carried to another place
by convincing performances. On
that count, our Prep School players
succeeded brilliantly in

creating the bizarre world into which
Alice falls; a surreal garden inhabited
by a cast of crazies.
But something else happened on
that stage too, something even more
rewarding than proud parents and
teachers enjoying the talents of their
youngsters. Those young actors were
also transported. Performing in the
round is one of the most challenging
forms of theatre. It is intimate in the
extreme; there’s nowhere to hide. Even
when the action is not centred on you,
many eyes will be.

Which is why it was easy to see how
every single player, from opening
line to closing applause, was totally
absorbed in their role. They inhabited
the strange world they had created.
For the whole performance their mask
never slipped, literally or figuratively.
It was a masterclass in great drama
teaching and a reminder, as if we
needed one, of how the whole School
will benefit even further from the
construction of first-class performing
arts facilities in the year ahead.
Peter Clague, Headmaster
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CERN visit
Twenty-one Sixth Form physics students enjoyed a busy two-day visit to Geneva in Switzerland where they visited CERN, the
world’s largest particle accelerator. They were privileged to be given access to ‘LEIR’, one of the smaller particle accelerators,
as well as receive a lecture from a resident physicist and visit the new ‘Microcosm’ exhibition housed there. Topped off with a
trip to the United Nations, the trip was a huge success.

MUN
Twelve students attended an MUN
conference at the Lady Eleanor
Holles School. They participated
as delegations from Israel, Greece
and Nigeria in lively debates about
a variety of important global issues,
such as the use of child soldiers in
armed conflict and the development
of nuclear weapons.
Special congratulations to Kipras
Daujotas who had his resolution
on the issue of capital punishment
passed.
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Two-Zero-One
The new student on-line magazine,
Two-Zero-One, has just been
launched to pupils and staff. A
pupil-led iniative, the magazine is
full of reviews, interviews and short
essays. Well done to Anastasia
Broder, Madalina Macadrai and
Alia Derriey for putting together a
thought-provoking first edition, and
to James Edge for the layout and
design of the publication.
The Editors would like to thank
all of the contributors to the first
edition and invite submissions for
the next issue. The essay prompt is
“Is love all we need?” and deadline
for submissions is the first Monday
after half term.

Romeo, Romeo
Year 8 visited the Shakespeare
Birthplace Trust for an interactive
study day on their set text Romeo
and Juliet. As well as attending
lectures about different aspects of
the play, pupils were able to take
part in improvised scenes and meet
actors as they explored the museum
itself. It proved to be a valuable
insight into Shakespeare’s life and
motivation for writing what some
might call the greatest love story of
all time.
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Netball
Bromsgrove School hosted the West Midlands Netball Finals where both our U19 and U14 teams represented
Worcestershire. The U18 team played well, winning five games, but just missed out on a semi-final place on goal difference.
The U14s played extremely well to win six of their group matches to qualify for the semi-final where they beat
Wolverhampton Grammar School 14-2. They saved their best netball for the final where they beat a strong team from King’s
High School Warwick 17-2 to qualify for the National Finals at Roedean School in March.

Nat West Cup
Both the U15 and U18 teams reached
the quarter-finals of this prestigious
competition.
In the quarter-final matches the U15
team played Warwick School at home,
the final score of 12-12 means that
Warwick progress to the semi-finals as
the away team.
In the U18s match against RGS High
Wycombe, our team played well to
finish as winners with a score of 31
-13. They now go forward to the
semi-finals against Whitgift which will
be held at Allianz Park on Saturday
February 27th.
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Alice in the
Round
Congratulations to a very talented
Year 8 for a wonderful production of
Alice.
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Flying High
Twelve RAF Cadets visited RAF
Cosford in the hope that they would
have a chance to go flying. High
winds for the previous two days had
meant all flying had been cancelled,
but on the day our Cadets visited the
weather was good weather and all of
the hopeful Cadets experienced flying
in an RAF Grob Tutor. While in flight
they had the chance to take control
of the aircraft.

Maths
Congratulations to Oliver Cai who
travelled to Manchester to sit the UK
Senior Mathematical Challenge.
He scored in the top 10% nationally
and received a Gold Certificate.

Cricket
Congratulations to Alex Hinkley who has
been invited to attend an U15s Midlands
Cricket trial.

Quake Lesson
The Headmaster gave a lecture to
Upper Sixth Geographers about the
Christchurch earthquake of 2011.
He explained the tectonic setting of
New Zealand and then discussed the
impacts of the earthquake using GIS
internet sites and images. The pupils
enjoyed the session and appreciated
the depth of understanding of the
disaster from someone who is both a
geographer and had experienced the
high magnitude earthquake.
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Weaving Magic
Hollie Barton, the Senior School’s
textiles expert is giving a solo art
exhibition between 16th February to
26th March at the Museum of Carpet
at Stour Vale Mill in Kidderminster.
Hollie explains, “this exhibition will
explore the relationship between
my artist and teacher identities
through the manipulation of weaving
techniques. The Museum of Carpet
resonates with my upbringing
and the space embodies multiple
identities which provide a platform for
interaction between the work and the
varied audience.”

Home Safety
Year 5 pupils visited Safeside, an
experiential learning centre that
provides innovative, interactive and
enjoyable learning environments which
inspire youngsters to think and act
safely.
The aim of the visit for our pupils was
to help them learn more about being
safe at home, as well as when they are
out and about. They were given the
opportunity to shop, complete banking
transactions and learn more about
travel in a bus and on a train carriage.
The day’s lessons included the
importance of making good choices
and being aware of potential dangers
as well as learning about fire safety in
the home.
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Evensong
Each year the School Choirs visit one
of the UK’s great cathedrals to sing
Evensong, and this year the Chamber
Choir visited Bristol Cathedral to
perform. The music for the service
included responses by Richard
Ayleward (1626-1669), the evening
canticles by John Stainer (18401901) in E flat, and Edvard Grieg’s
(1843-1907) gorgeous a cappella
setting of Ave Maris Stella (Hail Star
of the Sea).
The Chamber Choir performed
beautifully, enhanced by such a
wonderful acoustic setting, and
accompanied by Mr Knight, our
talented organist.
A number of parents attended the
service, many of whom have travelled
each year to support their chorister
sons and daughters, and it is always
much appreciated to have their
support during such services.

Junior Music
The Prep School’s Junior House Music Competition saw standards rise to a new high. The performers played music ranging
from Beethoven to The Jackson Five. All of the pupils showed musicality and maturity beyond their young age and the
audience were awed by the skills on display. The Overall winner was Yannis Schell and the winners of each category were:
Woodwind, Chloe Arnold; Brass, Arvind Gowri-Shankar; Strings, Gabriel Brown; Piano, Gareth Tindall; Voice, Teah Petrovah;
Percussion, Max Goodwin.
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Warwick
Year 2 had a ‘Marvellous Middle’ to
their Turrets and Tiaras topic when
they visited Warwick Castle. Before
the visit, the children had received
a ransom note from the Evil Knight
demanding 50 golden groats in
return for the safe release of Princess
Arabella, who was locked in a tower at
the castle. The children promised that
they would pay the ransom during
their visit.
After walking up to the Motte,
attending a shield painting workshop
and witnessing battle preparations in
‘The Kingmaker’ exhibition the pupils
were excited to discover a golden egg
as they were leaving the conservatory
after lunch. They all agreed to take
care of the egg and took it back to
School - we wonder what will happen
next?

Reception
Visitors
Reception children were delighted to
welcome some professional visitors
to tell them about the work they do
helping others. Mr Doak, a police
officer, talked to them about being a
policeman. He showed the children his
different police hats and equipment.
They were allowed to try on some
different items of uniform as well
as looking at the equipment police
officers have to carry with them.
Mrs Albutt, a paramedic, talked to the
children about her work; she even
brought along an ambulance which
the pupils enjoyed looking inside. They
got to hear the sirens and watch the
flashing blue lights.
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Fourth Form
Perform
Fourth Form pupils were treated
to a relaxing and highly enjoyable
concert during Head of Year when
the audience of 300 pupils watched
their peers perform a widely varied
programme of music.
Well done to the performers who
included the Upper Fourth GCSE
music group singing El Choclo’by
Angel Villoldo; Lily-Rose FaulknerSchuett and Heidi Collie performed
On my Own from Les Miserables;
Charis Kwan and Maggie Lau played
Mozart’s violin duet Der Spiegel;
The Pop Choir sang Stay by Rihanna
and a small group made up of Archie
Batham-Read, Archie Holder, Christy
Lloyd and Amy Nolan performed
Adele’s Rolling in the Deep.
There were also performances by
the Fourth Form Jazz Group, Jude
Wynter on piano and music teachers
Mr McKelvey and Miss Hyland
perfomed a piano duet.

Year 3 Explorers
Year 3 are investigating the topic of
Ice Worlds and with this in mind, the
School Archivist, Nikki Thorpe, talked
to them about about Captain Robert
Falcon Scott’s expedition to the South
Pole.
The School is lucky enough to have
one of Scott’s sledges on display in
the School Museum, housed in the
Old Chapel. Although it is not known
exactly why Bromsgrove was gifted
this particular item, it is thought to
be through the connection to Old
Bromsgrovian Reginald Skelton, who
was appointed Chief Engineer on a
previous Scott expedition.
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Marmite
Gifted and Talented students in the Marmite Society have enjoyed two evenings of vintage Science Fiction satire this
term. Sixth Form seminars have focused on the theme of ‘Nature and Culture – From Romantics to Robots’, Fourth and
Fifth Formers course has been ‘TV Can Change The World’. Pizza, cake and some well-deserved time off accompanied
the original Planet of the Apes (1968 – pre-CGI!), and Galaxy Quest (1996). The latter features a particularly legendary
performance from the late Alan Rickman – a true Marmite hero. The year has seen expert and thought-provoking seminars
presented by students on subjects ranging from the over-representation of romantic love to a proof that 1=2=3, and
popularity in social media to the impossibility of randomness. Next term the second annual Mini Comic Con will occur
on June 19th. This a full study day themed around Star Wars, with guest speakers including Dr M Thompson, the noted
Lucasian physicist, and Miss Alice Ruben, a Bristol University video matrixing expert. The term will conclude with the
Awards Tea Party and Oxbridge Trip.

Shrove Tuesday

Everyone around the School enjoyed
pancake day, there was much tossing,
spreading and eating going on.
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Bromsgrovian News
Donors’ Lunch
To honour their kind donations to
Bromsgrove School Foundation over
the past year, over 40 guests were
invited to the School for a celebratory
lunch
A special mention must go to Old
Bromsgrovian Andrew Clark (School
47-52) who celebrated his birthday
at the event. This was Andrew’s sixth
birthday celebration at Bromsgrove,
the last time being when he turned 18
as a current pupil at the School.
Bromsgrove School Foundation
is a registered charity which was
established in 2007 to promote and
advance the School’s charitable
purposes and philanthropic aims. The
Foundation raises vital funds to provide
life-changing bursaries for those who
would not otherwise be able to attend
Bromsgrove School.

Pupil Magazine
A group of Bromsgrove students has launched a new pupil-led school magazine and they are looking for Old Bromsgrovians
to interview. The students are doing all of the work on the newspaper themselves - coming up with news stories, writing the
interview questions, editing and designing. It would be much appreciated if you could support them in this task.
If you would like to take part, all you have to do is email Oldbromsgrovians@bromsgrove-school.co.uk with answers to the following questions (and please include a photograph of yourself if possible).
Your name / House at Bromsgrove / Years spent at Bromsgrove / Your current job
• What is your fondest memory of Bromsgrove?
• What aspect of Bromsgrove life helped you to get where you are now?
• What three elements do you think a person needs in order to be successful?
• Who is your inspiration in life and why?
• What is the best advice you could give anyone?
• What makes you enjoy your job?

Future OB Events
Thursday 10th March 2016 	The Seventh Annual Foundation Lecture
Thursday 21st April 2016	Sir Thomas Cookes Legacy Society Lunch
Saturday 23rd April 2016
Call My Wine Bluff Event in the Dining Hall
Saturday 10th September 2016 1960-1969 Leavers’ Reunion
Saturday 1st October 2016
2006 Leavers’ Reunion
For more information about any of these events please contact Megan Griffiths or Jenny Bossard in the Alumni Office.
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Forthcoming Events 2016
FEBRuary

Tuesday 24th		
Wednesday 25th

March

Fourth Form Play, The Musicians, Drama Studio 7.00pm
Fourth Form Play, The Musicians, Drama Studio 7.00pm

Thursday 3rd 		World Book Day, Pre-Prep
Saturday 5th 		
Young Enterprise Spring Trade Fair, Webbs of Wychbold
Saturday 5th 		
Chinese New Year Concert
Sunday 6th 		
Mothering Sunday Service, Chapel
Tuesday 8th 		Sweeney Todd at the Artrix Theatre 7.15pm
Wednesday 9th 		Sweeney Todd at the Artrix Theatre 7.15pm
Thursday 10th 		Sweeney Todd at the Artrix Theatre 7.15pm
Thursday 10th 		The Seventh Annual Foundation Lecture, The Lansdowne Club London 7.00pm
Wednesday 16th
Pop and Jazz, Routh Hall 7.00pm
Wednesday 16th
Year 6 Play Cobham Hall 7.00pm
Friday 18th 		
Year 3 Penguin Café, Maple Hall 2.30pm
Saturday 19th 		
Foundation Ladies’ Lunch
Monday 21st 		Nursery Concert 9.15am
Tuesday 22nd 		Nursery Concert 9.15am

