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A word from
the Headmaster
Individual excellence. Solo pursuit of
a perfect performance. The sense of
achievement when we train relentlessly
and then deliver a personal best. But how
much sweeter still, that same achievement
as part of a team? It is one thing to strive for
perfection when you control all of the input,
quite another when you are reliant on the
efforts of others. We live in a world which
admires individualism, but relies upon
teamwork.
Bromsgrove has always aspired to produce
young men and women who collaborate.
People who can attain their potential not by
pulling others down but by carrying them
upwards as well. Co-education, House
spirit, pride in our forebears, a rich blend of
nationalities, Christian values of co-operation
and tolerance; all contribute to a community
whose greatest successes are shared
successes. In the words of our recent
ISI inspection, “The School is a model of
harmonious coexistence.”
Two fine examples from many of that
sentiment are pictured here. The triumph
of a second consecutive National Rugby
title was the epitome of dedicated teamwork
and the fact that the entire School and
hundreds of OBs turned out to witness it
spoke volumes more about the strength of
our community. So too the triumph of this
year’s production of Sweeney Todd, whose
musical and theatrical performances were
a tour-de-force. Both were examples of
true teamwork, where the sum of individual
talents was greater than the whole. A
rich lesson for all in the power of trust,
selflessness and harmonious endeavour.
Peter Clague
HEADMASTER
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Sweeney Todd

Congratulations to all the pupils
involved in the brilliant production
of Sweeney Todd at the local Artrix
Theatre.
The performances and production
values were magnificent, the
costumes, make-up, music, sound
and staging were all to the highest
professional standards and the cast
members delivered performances
that were quite remarkable in their
intensity, nuance and skill. Every
member of the cast assumed and
sustained their role throughout the
production with such success that the
audience genuinely felt transported to
the dark streets of Victorian London.
Head of Senior School, Mr Hallows
said he had, “never been so enthralled
by a performance in over twenty years
of attending school productions”.
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Nat West Cup

Bromsgrove School became only the sixth school ever to retain the main NatWest Schools U18 Cup this week. The
prestigious event held at Twickenham was the last of the games to be played on Wednesday and Bromsgrove came away
deserved winners with an impressive 18-10 score line.
Queen Elizabeth Grammar School Wakefield had the better of the two starts, leading 10-3 in the first 20 minutes. However, a
strong Bromsgrove side continued to battle and eventually gained two tries from their number 8 and Man of the Match, Beck
Cutting and a third from winger Cooper Bent. Whilst the match continued to ebb and flow throughout this put Bromsgrove in
a strong position pushing for the win.
The atmosphere from both sets of fans was fantastic throughout the match. Choruses of “Yorkshire” and “Come on you
Reds” could be heard as the crowds got behind all the players.
Tony Windo, Director of Rugby at Bromsgrove, said “In a physical encounter we were made to work exceptionally hard for
our second successive NatWest title yesterday by a very well organised and committed QEGS team. The boys showed a
tremendous amount of character and team spirit, first to come from 10 -3 behind, but then to hold onto a slender 18-10 lead
at the end of the match following a period of sustained pressure from QEGS. It has been a pleasure for both myself and Mr
Mullan to coach this team, they have worked very hard and now have their just rewards for all their efforts”.
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Inspection Report
The whole school underwent ISI inspection in January – twenty-four inspectors
spent a week observing, interviewing and reviewing all that the three sections
of the School do. We were delighted to receive the ISI Inspectors’ report which
judged every aspect of our educational offering to be excellent.
Scrutiny at this level happens every six years at Independent Schools as it is the
best objective measure of how a school is performing. The findings in the report
are a superb accomplishment for such a large and complex organisation and it
speaks volumes to the commitment and passion of the pupils and staff who live
and work here.
The Headmaster stated, “that the inspectors found our pupils to be, in their
words, ‘happy, courteous, self-assured, emotionally mature, diligent, spirited’ and
that they are ‘learning in a School which is a model of harmonious co-existence’,
instils in all of us at Bromsgrove School a huge sense of pride”.

Music Making
Jude Wynter won three classes
at the Worcester Competitive Arts
Festival, including wind, brass and
both the open classes for piano.
At the Mary White Young Musicians
Platform, the junior version of the
Bromsgrove International Music
Competition Jude U6 pupil Anna
was placed first overall and Jude
secured second place win. A great
result for Bromsgrove music.

Junior Words
The final of Words and Music for Years
3, 4 and 5 was an inspiring event;
congratulations to all the semi-finalists
and talented musicians on their
performances. A special thank you to
Mrs Victoria Adams (Senior School)
for being such a fair judge for this
wonderful competition. The winners
were: Year 3: Beau Vaughan-Hawkins;
Year 4: Gabbie Billig; Year 5: James
Linklater and the overall winner was
Lydia Flynn.
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Stately Art
Year 8 spent two creative mornings at Hagley Hall. Lord Cobham started the mornings off with some very interesting, historical
and exciting tales about the family, house and gardens. Pupils then drew memorabilia and decorations within the incredibly
beautiful house, where sculptures, Italianate plasterwork, paintings and antique furniture adorn the rooms. They also sketched
in the beautiful grounds and gardens. Pupils drew the outside of the house with its Bromsgrove sandstone walls built in the
1700s. This was a great experience where drawing from primary observation on site helped pupils show their artistic flair and
developing talents.

International
Study
Over twenty universities from different
countries visited with five student
world reps to offer advice on studying
in their respective countries and at
their Universities. This was a great
opportunity for information gathering
about what different universities and
countries offer, the costs and entrance
requirements. For example studying
in the Netherlands at the University of
Groningen offers the largest number
of degrees taught in English, studying
medicine outside the UK or studying
at places like Bocconi Italy are all
possible.
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Pirate
Year 1 had a visit from Pirate Neil,
who was recruiting for a new pirate
crew to undertake a dangerous sea
voyage and find the stolen Princess
mermaid’s tail.
The requirements for the job
included an expert aim to deter
sharks, a good balance to traverse
dangerous terrain, an ability to
follow maps and clues, and a good
sense of team spirit. The starfish,
crab and dolphin teams battled for
the honour to join the pirate crew.

Sport Relief
Pupils in Years 1 and 2 ran their
Sport Relief mile with the aid of
the Senior School Monitors. It was
a wonderful sight to see everyone
running round the cross-country
route at the Senior School and
enjoying the experience. The mile
run and other activities raised
£272.70 for the charity.

Biennial
Review
The CCF Biennial Inspection took
place under the scrutiny of Group
Captain Stirrat who spent the
morning in the Arena inspecting
the School’s contingent.
During the afternoon, cadets took
part in activities around campus
including a blank firing exercise on
Lower Charford.
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Easter Story
Year 4 enriched their RE learning by taking part in an exhibition all about ‘The Man
who changed the World’. They learned about the life of Jesus, the miracles that he
performed and heard about the events of the Easter story. They also learned about
the Jewish faith, linking to their RE topic this term.

Year 3 Delight
After reading about Edmund's appreciation of Turkish delight in The Lion, The
Witch and The Wardrobe, Year 3 enjoyed a Turkish delight making demonstration
from chef Chris Micklewright. They then had an opportunity to finish off the
process by rolling the sweet treats in icing sugar before putting them in their
home-made boxes to enjoy later at home.

Charity

Birmingham Children’s Hospital
Charity was chosen by pupils to benefit from the proceeds of this year’s
Prep Charity Week. A whole host of
activities took place including penalty shoot-outs, lip sync battles, bake
sales, penny trails, quizzes and sports
events – there was even a soak-theteacher event.
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French
Experience
Thirty-six Year 6 pupils set out to
Étaples, Northern France, where they
enjoyed authentic French sights,
sounds and smells. There were many
planned excursions each day, but
among the pupils’ favourites were
the bee farm, the visit to a chocolate
factory, the Nausicaá sea-life centre in
Boulogne, a sports centre visit and a
brief visit to the beach in Le Touquet.

China Lesson
Year 4 thoroughly enjoyed a visit from
a world explorer who took them for a
whistle-stop tour around China. They
visited Shanghai and Beijing and saw
the Terracotta Army and giant pandas.
They learnt a dragon song and dance
and had a great time being monkeys
in recognition of the Chinese Year of
the Monkey.

Antigua Tour
The Senior Cricket squad will be
touring Antigua over the Easter
break.

All of the latest updates will be
posted as a blog on the website
and on the School’s twitter feed:
Twitter @BromsSchool and @
BromsCricket.
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Mulan
The Year 6 production of Mulan was visually stunning with star performances from every member of the cast. The singing,
dancing and acting were outstanding and the pupils clearly enjoyed every moment on stage. Well done to Mrs Goodall and
her team and to parent helpers Mrs Hughes and Mrs Whitfield for creating such amazing costumes.

Parents Help
Prep School Forest School has been
a hive of activity recently and parents
were allowed to visit during a Saturday
activities session to take part in Forest
School activities.
After guiding their parents around the
area and showing off their dens, swings
and other achievements, the pupils took
part in whittling, drilling, sawing, treeclimbing and cooking corn-on-the-cob.
The parents struggled to contain their
enthusiasm and were soon as involved
as the children.
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MedVet Society News

The MedVet Society was visited by James Benson from the Stroke Association. James ran a session on Stroke Awareness for
the pupils, and encouraged them to share the FAST campaign message. James, who has been working with our potential
Healthcare students for the past four years and as a Physiotherapist, offers a fantastic training provision for students looking
to enter the field of healthcare and we are delighted that he will be returning in June to run a training day for the Medics,
which they can use in their applications to Medicine, Physiotherapy, Dentistry or Nursing. Several of our IB students also
support and fundraise for the Stroke Association through their Creativity, Action and Service Programme.

Forest School
The Headmaster visited Year 3 during a Forest School session where he
enjoyed helping to cook marshmallows
on the open fire built by the children.
He enjoyed a hot chocolate drink with
them and then helped to plant a tree.
The pupils showed him the dens they
had made and were able to tell him
about the different knots that they
have learnt during their time in Forest
School.
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Space Cadet
Matthew Collins won a place to
participate in the Honeywell Leadership
Challenge Academy, at the US Space &
Rocket Center (USSRC) in Huntsville,
Alabama. During his visit Matthew took
part in zero gravity training and many
other activities along with the other
winners from many different countries.

Stroke Support
Pupils Josie Wiklund, Hao Nian, Kara Doyle, Charlotte Goodall, George Goodall
and Ana-Maria Ose all helped out at the Stroke Association’s 10K event at
Ragley Hall in Alcester. They helped marshal the route, gave out goody bags
and cheered on the runners. The Stroke Association were very impressed with
the students and were grateful for their time and effort in supporting this local
charity.

Science Fun
Prep School’s Science day saw pupils carrying out some amazing scientific activities including a group in Forest School
designing food chains, and others making their own toothpaste and then testing its cleaning properties on the classroom
white boards. All of the year groups had a visit from a ‘Mad Scientist’ who taught them about the human body, and about
forces and magnets.
The Lower Fourth meanwhile experienced a science and engineering extravaganza by attending the Big Bang Fair at the
NEC Birmingham. From glowing quantum mechanical drinks, live chocolate-making, exploding strawberry clouds, apple
juice spaghetti to robots, fresh pig brains and career cabins, it was a day to explore science in the most interactive way.
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Swimming

Otter and Bath Relays
Nine of our top swimmers- Jack
Weston, Zibo Zhang, Tristan Bland,
James Cuthbert, Sam Osborne,
Rachel Weller, Talia Mitchell, Kate
Morrice and Paulina Geus competed
in the Bath and Otter relays at the
London Olympic Aquatic centre where
120 schools were competing for the
titles. The girls’ team swam extremely
well achieving an outstanding 7th
place and the boys a very creditable
8th. The girls knocked 4 seconds
off the school record in the 4 x
50m freestyle relay and the boys an
impressive 5 seconds in the 4 x 100m
freestyle relay.
Invitational swimming relays
Bromsgrove hosted the 32nd
Invitational gala at Worcester
Swimming Baths. This is always a
well -supported event with many
of the strongest swimming schools
across the region attending. Our girls
did extremely well, winning bronze
medals in the U11 and U13 Medley
Relays and silver in the U11 Freestyle
Relay. Well done to both teams: U13
team; Ruby Hanke, Imogen VaughanHawkins, Grace Dieppe and Liz
Aston. U11 team: Louise Osborne,
Jemima Vaughan-Hawkins, Hannah
Hunt and Bryony Lowe.

ESSA Heats
The U11 girls and boys competed in the
ESSA Regional swimming relays at the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Swimming
Centre in Rugby. Both the girls and boys
teams swam well in the heats to qualify
for the regional finals. In the medley
final, the girls swam brilliantly to win the
freestyle relay and come second in the
medley relay. The boys came third in
the medley and second in the freestyle
relays. These excellent performances
secured both teams places in the
National Final to be held in June. Well
done to: Bryony Lowe, Hannah Hunt,
Louise Osborne, Jemima VaughanHawkins, Cyrus Passman, Lochlann
Mitchell, Ben Collett, William Brown,
Oliver Holden and Harry Draper-Barr.
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Netball
The U13A team played in the County netball tournament at Malvern St
James where they got off to a great start by beating RGS and St. John’s, The
Chase, Haybridge, Holy Trinity and The Downs. At the Regional Finals, held at
Uppingham School, the girls played 8 group stage matches and won through to
the regional final against Winchester House School which they won 7-5.
The U13As also played in the IAPS National netball finals at Roedean School in
Brighton where they played well against some tough opposition.
Well played to all the girls who participated: Ella Gardner, Frankie Mellor,
Ariana Jones, Sofia Hodges, Hannah Sahota, Imogen Vaughan-Hawkins, Eloisa
Borriello, Alice Liversidge, Ruby Hanke and Daisy Clements.

Lauren Brown represented the West
Midland Warriors in the Netball
National Talent League. She dominated
the centre court and played a key role
in securing the Warriors’ win in their
first match of the season against Celtic
Dragons.

U14 Finalists
Congratulations to the U14 Netball
team who reached the English Schools
Netball Finals at Brighton after winning
the regional competition.
They experienced a fantastic standard
of netball, competing against the top 18
teams in the country, and finished 5th
in their section beating Oundle School,
Durham High and Malborough
College. Well done to the team: Katie
Burke, Freya Harper, Kitty Luscombe
(Captain), Hannah Pover, Jade Jenkins,
Olivia Corcoran, Catriona Ranger,
Katherine Morrice and Ariana Jones.
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Rugby 7s
The U13 7s team capped off what has been a remarkable season for them by becoming runners-up at the world-renowned
Rosslyn Park 7s Tournament. Seventy-six teams were entered from as far afield as IAPS Kenya, Dubai College, and
schools across the United Kingdom. On the first day the boys drew with Dulwich Prep before defeating The Dragon, The
Mall and Dulwich College Cranbrook to qualify for the second day. On day two the nine schools left were split into three
groups of three to guarantee everybody a minimum of two games. The boys played superbly and beat Sedbergh School
and Shrewsbury House to reach the semi-final where they played St. Olaves School, York and won.
In the final, Bromsgrove were up against the 7s team of the season, Caldicott Prep School, reigning National Champions.
The final was a fantastic game with both sides contributing massively. The score at half time could not be much closer with
Caldicott just ahead 7-5. In the latter stages of the game, Bromsgrove just fell short and went down 12-5. The Rosslyn Park
7s was a fantastic couple of days for the boys and it was wonderful to have the 1st XV there to support the boys ahead of
their own final at Twickenham the next day.
The U13 7s team have performed fantastically throughout the season: winning our own tournament and the Solihull School
one as well as becoming runners up at the prestigious Millfied 7s. They have contested every tournament final this year,
four in total. A remarkable season.
Prior Park 7S
The U14 rugby team won the Prior Park 7’s beating Sherborne in the final.

England Swimming
Sam Osborne has been selected to
represent Great Britain swimming
at the Energy Standard Cup. The
event is run and organised by the
Energy Standard Swimming Club in
cooperation with the Italian Swimming
Federation (FIN) and takes place in
Lignano Sabbiadoro, Italy. Prior to
making it through to Team GB, Sam
was invited to compete as part of the
English Programme development for
swimming. Sam swims for City of
Birmingham Swimming Club as well as
the School team.

Rugby Reps
Henry Walker and Beck Cutting played
for the England U18s against Scotland
in Stirling – the final score was England
39 - 15 Scotland.
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X-C
Orla Walker , Abi Saker, and Isabel
James all ran well in representing
Herefordshire and Worcestershire
at the prestigious English Schools
Championships at the New Balance
English Schools’ Cross Country
Championship at Wollaton Park. Abi
finished an impressive 73rd in the
Inter-girls race. Keiran Walker also
qualified for the finals.
At the 24th National Prep School
Cross Country Championships at
Malvern College the U11 boys’ team
came 10th out of the 32 participating
teams with Sebastian Purvis our first
runner home in 9th place. In the U13
boys’ race Mitchell Hare was our first
runner home finishing in 61st place.
The U13 and U11 girls also took
part with the U11 team finishing in
23rd and the U13s an impressive 6th
place.

Hockey
The U13 girls played in the Midlands
Mini Hockey Competition at Cannock
Hockey Club. After a good start in
the group stage matches against
Ellesmere College, Spratton Hall and
Kings High Warwick they emerged
as group winners. In the quarter
finals they were up against Ranby
House School, where the match
went to penalty strokes and our girls
came out on top and went through
to the semi finals against Kings High
Warwick who they once again beat.
This performance guaranteed them
a National Finals place and with the
pressure off they played their best
of the day against Elms Nottingham
in the final of this Midlands
competition, scoring two impressive
goals and winning the game. Well
done to the team of Eloisa Borriello,
Gemma Calthorpe, Daisy-Mai
Clements, Lucy Hannah, Ariana
Jones, Alice Liversidge, Victoria
Moberley, Francesca Mellor, Hannah
Sahota and Imogen VaughanHawkins for qualifying for National
finals as Midlands Champions.
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Bromsgrovian News
Annual Foundation Lecture
The School was delighted to welcome
Stephen Page (L 78-83) as guest
speaker to the Annual Foundation
Lecture. Stephen, who is CEO of Faber
& Faber, spoke eloquently about the
idea of legacy and what it means to
the publishing world especially in the
digital age.
The event, now in its seventh year,
was held at The Lansdowne Club in
Pall Mall, London and kindly hosted
by Chairman of the Foundation, Dick
Noake. Over 130 guests comprising
of Old Bromsgrovians, parents, staff,
governors, trustees and friends of the
School were in attendance.

Hong Kong Visit
The Bromsgrovian Hong Kong group organised a special reunion dinner for Mr and Mrs Langlands during their trip to Hong
Kong in March. Whilst they were out there, Edmund To (WG 99 -04) got married and they were invited to his wedding. Mr
and Mrs Langlands were able to meet up with a host of Old Bromsgrovians from their time at the School, and particularly
the former pupils from Wendron-Gordon, where they were Houseparents.
Pictured at the wedding are: Marco Yu, Simon Lau, Sean Park, Cherry Ho, Mr Langlands, Edmund To, Mrs Langlands,
Ronald Tse and Sam Sui.
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Bromsgrovian News
OB Networking
Old Bromsgrovians returned to School for the first Bromsgrove Futures ‘Speed Networking’ event with current pupils.
Thank you to the following OBs who gave up their time to help:
Matthew Bailey (Ly 89-97) - Business Architect at JLR
Avinash Kalra (Ly 03-08) - Marketing and Content Executive at MTV
Amii Attard (O 94-02) - Marketing Manager at Tiger Turf Ltd
Charlotte Hargreaves (nee Skelly, MW 95-06) - Product Consultant at Fidelity Information Services
Henry Morris (W 09-11) - Risk Advisor at Deloitte
James Marston (S 97-04) - Digital Marketing Consultant (freelance) at Click Stream
Alex McIntosh (L 96-04) - Relationship Director at Barclays
Sam Williams (Ly 93-04) - Strategic Transformation at Barclays
Any OBs who would like to take part in such events can contact Megan Griffiths at Oldbromsgrovians@bromsgroveschool.co.uk stating your area of expertise and current role.

Geographer Returns
Ben Simm (L 97-04) returned to School
to talk to Geography students about
planning, development and flood risk
management.
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Bromsgrovian News
Housman Plaque
In 1996 The Housman Society, in conjunction with Bromsgrove District Council, placed blue plaques on five buildings
associated with A.E. Housman, the English classical scholar and poet who is famous for ‘A Shropshire Lad’. In recent
years these plaques have become rather faded, and so with Bromsgrove School carrying out an extensive refurbishment
of Thomas Cookes House, the Society offered to provide a top quality replacement. Bromsgrove School has a
longstanding relationship with The Housman Society which the Headmaster, Peter Clague is proud to continue.
In A. E. Housman’s day, Cookes House and the Chapel (now the “Old Chapel”) were the heart of Bromsgrove School.
Now a listed building, the House has been fully renovated by Architects, Robothams, as part the Worcester Road
School’s Day House project, the objective of which is to keep all historic buildings within the campus in good condition.

Future OB Events
Thursday 21st April 2016	Sir Thomas Cookes Legacy Society Lunch
Saturday 23rd April 2016
Call My Wine Bluff event in the Dining Hall SOLD OUT
Saturday 2nd July 2016 		
OB Marquee at Commemoration Day
Saturday 10th September 2016 1960-1969 Leavers’ Reunion
Saturday 1st October 2016
2006 Leavers’ Reunion
For more information about any of these events please contact Megan Griffiths or Jenny Bossard in the Alumni Office.

